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THE LABOR ZIONIST MOVEMENT 


notes with pride... 
. . . the launching of its second year of 
ISRAEL BOND ACTIVITIES 











Our Goal: To Reach $20,000,000 in Israel Bond Sales 








in This Second Year! 
Are YOU With Us? 


e Almost 40,000 members and friends have already purchased 
Israel Bonds through the Labor Zionist movement. 


Are you among them? 
Have you made sure your friends have at least one Israel Bond? 


We must not permit ourselves to rest until we have exhausted 
every possible avenue for the sale of Israel Bonds. 


Israel Needs Dollars! Israel Bond Monies Will Help Stabilize its Economy! 


BUY A BOND! . SELL A BOND! 
THEN START ON THE SECOND! 





MEMO TO CHAVER ABBA HUSHI, MAYOR OF HAIFA 


Thanks for coming to our country and helping so inspiringly in the Israel Bond 
Drive. We sold close to $1,000,000 worth of Bonds during May! $250,000 was sold 
<q in New York; $200,000 in Chicago; $100,000 in Philadelphia; $50,000 in Boston— * 
and, in fact, all of our cities did very well. 
We'll remember your visit for a long time—your moving words will spur us 
on to even greater effort for Israel Bond sales. 


Shalom, Mayor Abba Hushi! 





Do Not Abate Your Efforts in the Israel Bond Drive! 


LET US KNOW WHAT YOU ARE DOING! 
LET US KNOW WHAT YOU WILL DO! 
LET US KNOW HOW WE MAY HELP YOU! 


© 
NATIONAL LABOR ZIONIST COMMITTEE 
FOR ISRAEL BONDS 
: New York 3, N. Y. 


| 45 East 17th Street 
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Editorial 


Geiger Counters For Intolerance 


HE ANNUAL REPORT of the Anti-Defama- 

tion League on racial and religious intolerance 
in the country—its substance appears elsewhere 
in this issue—speaks of an “astonishing” amount 
of evidence of the existence of a “vast enterprise 
of prejudice.” Much careful study by trained 
and able persons went into this report, and its 
findings should be given the widest possible cur- 
rency. 

The key word in this report, and the one that 
probably contains the answer to the futility of 
so much of the so-called “‘defense activities,” is 
the word “‘astonishing.”” When an agency that 
has been devoting itself for many years to fer- 
reting out racial and religious prejudice is sud- 
denly “astonished” by its findings for 1951, there 
are only two ways of interpreting its data: either 
something terribly wrong has happened in the 
“country, a sudden shift of large sections of the 
population from the levels of decent citizen- 
ship and fair play to the subterranean cellars of 
hate, or its methods of research and evaluation 
have been faulty.and have led it to false con- 
clusions. 

We are inclined to believe that the latter is 
the case. The increase in violence and hoodlum- 
ism not excluding murder—of a racial and re- 
ligious character is indeed “alarming,” as the 
ADL report states. But it should not be aston- 
ishing. The fruit of violence borne in 1951 in 
Cicero and in Florida, in Boston and in Phila- 
delphia did not suddenly spring from. the air; 
it grew and matured in what has proved to be 
fertile soil in previous years. It was there all the 
time, potentially, for anyone to see who cared 
to look beneath the surface. The tensions of the 
past year merely gave it a chance to come to the 
surface. 

The failure of the Anti-Defamation League 
—and it is not the only “sinner” in this respect 
—to foresee the events of 1951 which it so right- 
ly deplores in its report, is probably due to both 
faulty methods and attitudes. The method tended 
to be too mechanical, as if hatreds based on racial, 
cultural and religious differences could correctly 
be measured in simple statistical or physical 
terms as one measures fluctuations in prices or 
the temperature of a piece of metal in a furnace. 
The fault in attitude was probably influenced 
by two factors: the tendency to avoid criticizing 
any aspect of the “American way of life” be- 
cause it might provide propaganda ammunition 
to the enemy, and the rise of Israel. The first 
is a malady generally characteristic of the moral 












- 





























Comment 


climate in the country at this time and is not 
particularly true of Jews as such. But the second 
factor, the rise of Israel, also contributed to an 
often distorted attitude on the part of many 
Jewish defense agencies. Fear of being accused 
of “dual loyalties” has in recent years driven 
many Jews and Jewish organizations toward 
a compulsive public insistence on their sense of 
well-being and security. Having unduly pro- 
tested to all who would listen, and to many who 
wouldn’t, that everything is really allright and 
they must not be suspected of any uneasy feel- 
ing, Florida and Philadelphia and Cicero “‘as- 
tonished” such Jews. 

But for those who did not lose their perspec- 
tive there is nothing astonishing about these de- 
velopments. Gerald Smith and his ilk have been 
with us all the time. Their campaign against 
Eisenhower the “Swedish Jew” is not substan- 
tially different from their campaign against the 
“war-mongering Jew Franklin Delano Rosen- 
feld.” The latent forces of bigotry against Jew, 
Negro, Catholic have been with us all along. In 
the tense atmosphere of 1951 it was possible to 
bring some of these forces into the open in the 
form of violence. 

The tension resulting from the present inter- 
national conflict is unfortunately likely to con- 
tinue for some time. But this does not mean 
that we must resign ourselves to a continuation, 
or even an increase in prejudice and its con- 
commitant violence in 1952. What is needed to 
stem it is an aroused government and public 
opinion determined to stamp out the repetition 
of all forms of aggression based on prejudice. This 
can be attained if the American people regain 
the faculty of criticism and self-criticism which 
they have surrendered for fear of being branded 
“radicals.” They will then rediscover the truism 
that a critical uncovering and combatting of 
social evils in this country is as important as 
opposing the external enemy. Many Jews and 
Christians have been paralyzed into social in- 
activity for fear of being smeared as “‘reds;” 
in addition, some Jews have been driven to close 
their eyes to the less savory aspects of the scene 
about them for fear that a Pegler—or an Ameri- 
can Council for Judaism rabbi—brand them 
as Zionists whose hearts are turned to a foreign 
Zion. Such a reawakening of the critical faculty 
would cause them to approach the problem of 
group relationships other than with a mechanical 
Geiger counter. They would then neither over- 
estimate Gerald Smith, nor underestimate the 
sinister implications of a Cicero, and then they 
would surely be less astonished. 


JEwisH FRONTIER 
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The McCarran-Walter Bill 


) gpsisea THE VALIANT campaign of a handful 

of Senators and Congressmen, the McCarran- 
Walter Omnibus Bill which purports to codify 
the immigration and naturalization laws has been 
passed in both the House and the Senate. Con- 
demned as a. measure that would perpetuate in- 
justices in existing immigration legislation, un- 
dermine the civil liberties of large sections of 
the population and virtually introduce two cate- 
gories of citizenship, the Bill passed almost by 
default in the absence from the floor of the vast 
majority of Senators. Numerous explanations 
have been offered to account for the strange 
indifference of so many of the legislators to the 
dangers inherent in the McCarran Bill. Some 
cited the preoccupation of so many Senators and 
Representatives with the forthcoming elections. 
Others pointed out that the Bill, which con- 
stitutes a volume of more than three hundred 
pages, was too bulky a document to be studied 
carefully, and since it was drawn up in the Ju- 
diciary Committee, many Congressmen preferred 
to rely on the Committee’s authority. Whatever 
the merits of these explanations, they are not 
convincing. - 

The McCarran Bill would not only perpetuate 
the present quota system to the detriment of po- 
tential imigrants from non-“‘Nordic” countries, 
and reduce immigration to a bare trickle in com- 
ing years; it would also subject to deportation 
large numbers of persons who have resided in 
this country for many years. Thus any alien 
whose admission papers were not in order could 
be deported even though the error was discovered 
many years after his entry and he was in no way 
responsible for the mistake. Deportation is also 
prescribed for any alien who at any time be- 
longed to some communist organization, even 
though he had long since broken with such an 
organization and rejected its principles. The na- 
turalized citizen would not-fare much better. 
Citizenship would be revoked in the case of 
naturalized citizens who refuse to testify before 
a Congressional committee investigating subver- 
sive activities within ten years of becoming a 
citizen. Other causes equally far-fetched would 
be grounds for revocation of citizenship. 

The only remaining way to prevent the Mc- 
Carran Bill from becoming law would be through 
a presidential veto. It is not likely that the Bill 
could gain the necessary two thirds majority in 
Congress to make it law over the President’s 
veto. The field would then be reopened to the 
liberal Humphrey-Lehman Bill which approaches 
the much needed reform of existing immigration 


laws from a humane angle. President Truman 
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has in the past shown on many occasions a broad 
umanitarian attitude toward urgent social 

problems. It is to be hoped that he will give the 

McCarran Bill the veto it so richly deserves. 


28th Labor Zionist Convention 


HE 28TH NATIONAL convention of the Labor 

Zionist Organization will be held in New 
York City, July 3-6. It wil !have as its guests 
the two distinguished Israeli leaders Zalman Sha- 
zar (Rubashov) and Melech Noi (Neustadt). 

The Labor Zionist Organization of America 
is approaching the half-century mark of its 
existence. It has come of age on the American 
Jewish scene and is now confronted with the 
problems that go with such maturity. While 
constantly expanding the number and the scope 
of its projects, the organization is also seeking 
a closer union and amalgamation with the other 
branches of the Labor Zionist movement to 
meet the-need of the times. The question of the 
complete amalgamation between the LZOA and 
the Farband, which has been debated in recent 
years will no doubt come up for final decision at 
this convention. 
’ The Zionist movement as a whole is under- 
going a series of sharp adjustments to the new 
situation created by the emergence of Israel. 
The Labor Zionist Movement, which in the past 
has spearheaded progressive Zionist thought, 
will consider many weighty problems at this 
convention. 








Heartiest Greetings 
to the 


28th National Convention 
of the 
Labor Zionist Org. of America 
JULY 3rd to 6th, 1952 


May LZOA grow from strength to strength 
and continue to lead the way in support of 
Labor Israel! 


JACOB POLEVSKI 
CHAPTER 


OF THE LZOA OF NEWARK, N. J. 
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To An Israeli Friend 


by Nora Levin 


Gre MY RETURN from Israel I have been 

much troubled by the tensions and mis- 

understandings developing between American 

Jews and Israel. My visit made me painfully 

aware of the generally unfriendly feelings Is- 

raelis bear toward American Zionists. I was 
taken aback by the charges levelled against us, 
the angry impatience, the quick unthinking 
stereotyping. Now, back home, almost daily 
there is news that threatens to undermine the 
relationship. Statements and counter-statements, 
interpretations and explanations crowd one 
another. Meanwhile, the basic stuff out of which 
all good relationships derive—good will and re- 
spect for each other’s differences—is getting 
ever more tattered. It is. as if differences long 
concealed by the pressures of emergency and 
of the heroic period preceding the establishment 
of the Jewish State are now coming to the fore. 

This heroic chapter is over. May, 1948, marks 
the beginning of a separating process between 
American Jewry. and Israel, a severance which 
many Zionists have been afraid to face. I be- 
lieve, however, that we can go forward toward 
a wholesome relationship as soon as we are ready 
to acknowledge our differences. Until that time 
we will spend ourselves on useless recriminations 
that will drive us ever farther apart. 

I realize that, caught as you are in a revolu- 
tionary process, “attitudes” and problems of re- 
lationship may not seem crucial to you. You 
have a single-minded goal and are heedless of 
anything that interferes with its fulfillment. But 
preoccupied and hard-pressed as you are, I ask 
that you consider this relationship now, before 
it reaches a point of no return. 

There are three pivotal issues around which 
much of the misunderstanding revolves. They 
are: 

1. The fact of American Zionists’ attachment 
to America as their home. 

2. Recognition of American Jewry’s contribu- 
tion to the establishment of Israel and to 
Kibbutz Galuyot. 

3. American Jewry’s development as a distinct 
community on the basis of its specific his- 
torical, economic and cultural experiences. 

If we are to build a durable relationship, it 
seems to me that Israelis must accept these basic 





Nora Levin, formerly a teacher and editorial researcher, 
is now Coordinator of the Philadelphia Council of the 
Pioneer Women’s Organization. 


facts of American Jewish life. We cannot bend 
to your fantasies of what we ought to be. 

To my generation of Jews in this country, 
America is home. But I am afraid that aware- 
ness of this fact is only skin-deep in Israel. 
When I asked you if Israel wanted America, 
ultimately, to be emptied of its Jews, you said 
that the question didn’t matter much, that Jews 
could be free and unselfconscious as Jews only 
in Israel; that, at best, those of us remaining in 
America would never be quite “whole”; that 
we might be more complex and enjoy a “richer” 
life, but not that of integrated Jews. When I 
answered that I, a young American-born Jew 
didn’t feel that way, you said rather summarily 
that all Jewish history was against me, that I 
probably wasn’t a Zionist and that, in any case, 
Israel must have large numbers of Jews from 
America. 

Whether you classify me as a Zionist isn’t 
important. I feel that I am one, but the label 
isn’t that important. The fact that Israel needs 
Jews from America will not change our basic 
feeling toward this country, a fact which you 
seem to ignore. America is our home, and we 
mean to keep it so. We cannot and we will not 
build our lives here as if this country were a 
whistle stop. We are trying to find ourselves 
as Jews rooted in America. It was impossible 
for our East-European born parents to have the 
measure of security which we feel. It was their 
painful, difficult and unenviable lot to be a 
transition-generation, neither wholly of Europe 
nor of America. My generation belongs to this 


land. : 


Ovr FEELING of belonging to America usually 
puzzles or angers you. You predict our 
doom in an inevitable disaster. ‘“‘Don’t be com- 
placent,” you warn. “German Jews, too, felt 
Germany to be their home. Come before it is 
too late.” 
We do not want to be ostriches. Of course 
we see evidences of anti-Semitism in America 


that disquiet us. We fight them every way we | 


know. And we have enough faith in the inner 
vigor of American democracy to believe that 
they will be conquered. You must become more 
familiar with American history, traditions and 
prevailing ideals. Where is the analogy to mod- 
ern Germany? Or, if your prophets of doom 
are correct and a fascist tide is bound to sweep 
also America, how long will Israel be safe? 
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Your inability or unwillingness to accept our 
relationship to America has been, at bottom, the 
reason for the failure of the chalutziut program 
in this country. Most Israeli emissaries make a 
tragic mistake when they construct their en- 
tire approach to their mission on a wholly nega- 
tive, not to say insolent, attitude toward 
America. When they say, “Your true home is 
in Israel. There is no future for you as Jews in 
America,” they deny our very being. If we are 
not accepted as “real in America” we are noth- 
ing. We refuse to accept this status from the 
hands of zealous but immature Israelis who think 
they know all about us before they come to 
America, and make little effort to get beneath 
the surface of American life after they get here. 
Not realizing what a fundamentally healthy 
emotion they are attacking, they arouse mistrust 
instead of the positive reaction they seek. 

Most Americans who decide to go to Israel 
will do so not out of rebellion against their en- 
vironment (which was the case in Europe) ‘but 
because they are challenged by the great pioneer- 
ing effort in Israel and by the renewal of Jewish 
life there. They will go not out of a denial of 
America as a place inhospitable to Jews, but in 
affirmation of its values. 


UR CONTRIBUTION to the establishment of Is- 
rael has been comparatively modest but cru- 
cial. To understand the measure of that con- 
tribution you must realize that it could not be 
on your terms but on terms consonant with the 
framework of our reality. You in Israel have 
indelibly printed on your souls the experiences 
of Hitler Europe, of the British on the Exodus, 


of countless Arab ambushes, of the unbearable. 


relief in the eyes of Jews rescued from Nazi 
camps. You fought seven Arab countries with 
sticks and stones and Molotov cocktails. We 
fought in an arena of shadows, using the only 
weapons we had: money, political pressure, 
demonstrations, boycotts, petitions. These rep- 
resented the limit of our ‘ability and capacity. 
Our mettle was tested in grubby campaigns and 
delegations to Congressmen. Our means were 
never engaged in heroic exploits. Our efforts dis- 
appointed you bitterly, especially in retrospect. 

It is idle to muse over what we might have 
done had we been in your place, and you in ours. 
But I rather think that each of us would have 
responded, in reversed positions, pretty much 
as we did in our actual historical roles. Our con- 
tribution could not be like yours. Living in 
America we cannot at the same time live the 
life of Israelis and acquire their scale of values. 
Such a state of complete identification with Is- 
rael and dissociation from our own environment 
would be neurotic in the extreme. 
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You should not misunderstand. us, American 
Zionists. We feel humble before you. who are 
in Israel. We are proud of you, and are grateful 
that you have redressed the great crimes com- 
mitted against the Jewish people, liquidated 
ghettos all over the world, set the Jewish people 
on a new road of freedom and self-realization. 
You have engineered the greatest revolution in 
Jewish history. Israel is therefore a major reality 
to us. 

But now we want you to look at us realistical- 
ly, to see us not in your own image but as a 
separate Jewry. Your disappointment with 
American Zionists’ share in the “partnership” 
would be less bitter, perhaps, if you would 
imaginatively reverse the accidents of geography 
and put yourself in the position of American 
Jews. Like you we are the product of forces 
around us that are more powerful than abstract 
ideas in shaping our character and destiny. But 
because we live in the midst of an abundance 
of material wealth you conclude that we are 
altogether materialistic. And as you criticize us 
for our softness and our cushioned life, I sense 
in your words a need to make us feel guilty for 
having escaped your experiences. Is it fortunate 
or unfortunate that we have not gone through 
Hitler Europe, that we have no concentration 
camp scars? We are aware of the miracle of 
our having escaped the fate of millions of other 
Jews. But should we be constantly assaulted for 
not bearing their scars or carrying their searing 
memories? 


PERHAPS THE GREATEST barrier to your under- 

standing of us is your inability or unwilling- 
ness to see us as a distinct Jewish community 
developing its own group life amid specifically 
American conditions. In your contempt for our 
allegedly diluted Jewishness there appears to be 
no room for realistic contexts. When you do 
not threaten us with extinction at the hands of 
anti-Semites, or through assimilation, you de- 
plore the quality of our Jewish life here to a 
point where further efforts appear doomed be- 
forehand. You look upon us as second-class 
Jews, am ha’aratzim lacking a “‘grand” sense of 
Jewish history. You are so consumed with the 
desire to make us like you, that every deviation 


from your archetypes is offensive to you. It 


seems impossible to please or satisfy you with 
a single manifestation of American Jewish life. 
But how can our Jewishness be compounded of 
ingredients of your choice? How can our Jew- 
ish life possibly fit your specifications? 

We are slowly beginning to feel our own 
identity take form and emerge in its own right. 
The process of adaptation to American life while 
conserving values and traditions of the Jewish 
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past was not an easy one for first-generation 
immigrants. But the complex process of their 
Americanization cannot be glibly tossed off as 
assimilation. Nor must you overlook the his- 
torical setting in which the immigrant genera- 
tion was pitted against its sons and which led 
to a revolt against Europeanized forms of Jew- 
ish life. 

Furthermore, the impact of Israel on our re- 
discovery of ourselves as Jews has had another 
effect that you may not be prepared to realize. 
The American Zionist movement—the Labor 
Zionist sector of the movement in particular— 
did a pioneering job of awakening American 
Jews to their responsibility for the creation of 
a Jewish State. However, their zeal was so 
wholehearted that they neglected to tend their 
own vineyard and invested all their energies in 
the cause of Palestine. Jewish community life 
here was overlooked, and education did not get 
its due. It was right that Palestine and overseas 
needs should get first priority, and American 
Jewry was probably not denied a Golden Age 
thereby. But we are now paying for these de- 
faults on the home front. Israel, which directly 
benefited from this diversion, now scolds us for 
our cultural deficiency. 

Yet there are many embryonic social and cul- 
tural forms unfolding here, though some of these 
are still quite crude. They testify to the vitality 
of American Jewry. There is Jewish organiza- 
tional life; Jewish community centers are flour- 
ishing; there is a literature focussed on Jewish 
life in the English language; there is social and 
religious activity centering about the synagogue; 
there are efforts and articulate demands to make 
Yiddish and Hebrew classics accessible through 
English translation. Their is a diversified educa- 
tional system and the study of Hebrew is spread- 
ing. Were you to look objectively at our scene 
you would find a ferment of activity. Yet you 
negate all of these manifestations. (One young 
Israeli I met compared our situation with the 
frustrations of the protagonist of “Death of a 
Salesman.” ) 

American Jews live a reasonably safe and free 
life. We do not have to resort to the crippling 
pretenses and disguises that disfigured so many 
Jews of Western Europe, and we do not face 
the terrors and fears that were the rule in East- 
ern Europe. We can be freely creative. Nothing 
external to ourselves blocks us. The great chal- 
lenge lies in using this freedom creatively. 

We insist on the right to create our own Jew- 
ish life in America, to experiment, to blunder, 
to explore new paths, to make adaptations, even 
to risk vulgarizations—in short, to live as Jews 
in a key which is right for us. 
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IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR 


e Warm comradeship in a congenial environment. 


e An intelligent program for American Jewry. 
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e Jewish education, social and fraternal activities. 


e An opportunity to do your bit for Israeli, the Jew- 
ish people and progressive forces everywhere. 


THEN YOUR PLACE IS IN THE 


FARBAND — 
Labor Zionist Order 


Summer Camps Schools for Children 
Activities for Israel and the Histadrut 
Stimulating Branch Programs 
Support of Organized Labor 
Cooperative Institutions 


A wide range of fraternal Life 
Insurance, Disability, Hospitali- 

PLUS— :ctics. Juvenile, Medical, Fu- 
neral and Cemetery Benefits at 
lowest fraternal rates. 





FARBAND—Labor Zionist Order 
45 E. 17th St., New York 3, N. Y. 

















CLIP Gentlemen: 
AND - Without obligation on my part send 
me additional information about your or- 
MAIL ganization and the branch nearest to me. 
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Is the Maclver Report Doomed? 


by C. Bezalel Sherman 


b emg SPECIFIC REFORMS proposed by Prof. 

Robert M. Maclver for the purpose of im- 
proving the work of the Jewish community re- 
lations agencies are heading for a final determi- 
nation. The American Jewish Committee and the 
Anti-Defamation League of B’nai B’rith have 
already served notice that they will not accept 
the reforms. They threaten to secede from the 
National Community Relations Advisory Coun- 
cil (NCRAC) if the latter, at its plenary ses- 
sion, scheduled to take place at the end of June, 
adopts the recommendations of the special Com- 
mittee on Evaluative Studies of NCRAC, which 
are based on Maclver’s proposals. On the other 
hand, these proposals have the approval. of the 
four other national agencies—American Jewish 
Congress, Jewish Labor Committee, Jewish War 
Veterans of the United States, and the Union 
of American Hebrew Congregations—and every 
one of the twenty-seven regional and local com- 
munity councils represented on NCRAC. The 
proposals have also been accepted by the Coun- 
cil of Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds, by 
the Large City Budgeting Conference, an in- 
formal body made up of the allocations com- 
mittees of the ten largest welfare funds, and 
by practically all the community councils which 
are not affiliated with NCRAC. The Ameri- 
can Jewish Committee and: ADL are thus balk- 
ing the entire Jewish community. This decisive 
fact is all too frequently obscured in the dis- 
cussions on the MacIver Report which are im- 
mersed in technical details. But it is precisely 
this fact that brings into sharp focus the basic 
issue the Report raises. Far more important than 
any practical recommendation Dr. Maclver 
makes, is the question: How long will the Jewish 
community allow its will to be thwarted and its 
wishes to be frustrated by one or two agencies? 
This is not the first attempt on the part of the 
American Jewish Committee to whip the Jewish 
community into line by holding over its head 
the club of secession. The Committee walked 
out of the American Jewish Conference when 
it found itself alone in opposition to the reso- 
lution on a Jewish Commonwealth in Palestine. 
Last year it threatened to withhold support from 
the UJA unless the Jewish Agency agreed to 
eliminate appropriations for chalutziut and 
Zionist education in the United States from its 
budget. The Committee has developed the novel 
theory that while it would be undemocratic for 
the Jewish community to conduct its affairs on 


the principle of majority rule, it is good demo- 
cratic procedure for a minority to exercise the 
power of veto. With respect to community re- 
lations, ADL supports this theory. 

While both the American Jewish Committee 
and the ADL advance a number of arguments 
against the Maclver Report on technical grounds 
—some of them not without merit—their main 
objections stem from their approach to the prob- 
lem of Jewish community organization in this 
country. The program formulated by the Com- 
mittee on Evaluative Studies would, the two or- 
ganizations insist, violate the fundamental prin- 
ciples upon which their ideological structure 
rests. One wonders what the ADL represents in 
the way of ideology. It is, according to its 
own declarations, “primarily a Jewish defense 
agency” and ‘“‘an arm of B’nai B'rith,” to the 
views of whose membership it “is ever responsi- 
ble.” But what are the views of this membership? 
B’nai B’rith, as an organization, has nothing 
even remotely resembling a clearly defined phil- 
osophy of Jewish life. It is a synthetic body, one 
which includes among its membership Jews of 
conflicting views, diverse orientations and count- 
less affiliations. It has an excellent record as a 
service organization, but one of straddle and 
vacillation as regards controversial ideological is- 
sues. The late Henry Monsky, father of the 
American Jewish Conference, even refused to 
commit B’nai B’rith to a positive attitude on a 
Jewish Comomnwealth despite his personal vote 
in favor of it. It is therefore difficult to deal with 
the objections of ADL on an ideological level. 
It shares the fears of the American Jewish Com- 
mittee that the implementation of the Maclver 
proposals will inevitably lead to the creation of 
an authoritarian central Jewish community body 
with power to impose its decisions on all groups 
comprising American Jewry. That no such thing 
is either suggested or contemplated will become 
clear after we look into the exceptions the Com- 
mittee takes to the MacIver Report and the 
recommendations of the Committee on Evalua- 
tive Studies which flow from it. 


NLIKE THE ADL, the Committee does have 

a definite philosophy. It is, in the words of its 
president, Mr. Jacob Blaustein, “in one sense a 
movement” and “in another sense a communal 
agency.” To the extent—Mr. Blaustein explains 
—that we represent an expression of a certain 
conception of Jewish life and of America, to that 
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extent are we a movement. To the extent, how- 
ever, that we perform a functional service to 
American Jewry and Jewish communities else- 
where—and the vast and significant program of 
the American Jewish Committee in foreign af- 
fairs, with respect to Israel and in the world 
scene generally, should not be lost sight of in 
this consideration—to that extent we are a 
communal agency.” 


As a movement, the Committee, like any other 
organization dedicated to the promotion of an 
ideology, has an absolute right to advance its 
own views; it cannot, however, claim full au- 
tonomy in Jewish affairs when it acts as a com- 
munal agency. It cannot have it both ways. It 
cannot impinge, by its actions, on the lives of 
people who are not affiliated with it and do not 
subscribe to its program and, at the same time, 
point to its constituency as the sole authority 
to which it is answerable. The minute it steps 
out of its own organizational ranks and engages 
in work which, directly or indirectly, commits 
the Jewish community to certain attitudes or re- 
lationships, the Committee loses all legal or moral 
justification for independent action. It is en- 
titled to formulate its program with respect to 
discrimination in employment or education and 
to try to win for this program as many adherents 
as possible. But when it attempts to put the pro- 
gram into practice, and thereby influences the 
chances of non-members of the Committee to 
find work or gain admittance into institutions 
of higher learning, it cannot be guided by its 
own ideology as the determining factor. For any 
one agency to act in matters transcending its own 
organizational limitations without authority 
from some representative community setup is 
to be guilty of usurpation. 


No better example of the harm being wrought 
by one agency acting on its own in affairs affect- 
ing the whole community need be cited than the 
one Dr. John Slawson, executive vice-president 
of the American Jewish Committee, gave in an 
address at the 45th annual meeting of his organ- 
ization. Listing ““Communism, Germany and Is- 
rael” as the “three central problems” presently 
facing American Jews, Dr. Slawson said: ‘““With 
respect to Germany, there is a vast difference be- 
tween our views and those of the other organ- 
izations. Most Jewish organizations take the 
view that Germany must be eternally damned 
and nothing can or should be done about her. 
We have taken the position that no people can 
be condemned as a group. We Jews have suffered 
sufficiently from that attitude. Every effort 


must be made to get Germans to develop some 
insight, to recognize that unspeakable crimes 
have been committed in their names, and to ac- 





JEWIsH FRONTIER 


cept responsibility at least for direct material 
restitution. We must try to assist them to work 
out a program of self-redemption. The impor- 
tant Bonn Declaration, made by Chancellor 
Adenauer, followed many efforts to induce such 
action including contacts on the part of our 
leadership, headed by the President of our or- 
ganization.” 

Now, German restitution is something that 
does not directly involve the membership of the 
American Jewish Committee but does vitally 
concern the Jewish people as a whole; and when 
the Committee, proceeding on its own, enters 
into negotiations with the Bonn Government, 
it cannot hide behind the lame excuse that it 
merely represents and acts on behalf of its own 
constituency. In. such negotiations it presumes 
to speak for the Jewish people—something, it 
keeps on repeating, no group has a right to do. 

Let us take another example, this time from 
the American Jewish scene. The celebration of 
Christmas in public schools has aroused a good 
deal of controversy. The Jewish community is 
divided on the subject, with many demanding 
the unconditional elimination of such celebra- 
tions as something that runs contrary to the 
separation of Church and State, and others ad- 
vocating silent acquiescence in order not to an- 
tagonize the Christian majority of the American 
population. As between these views, the ADL of 
B’nai B’rith has embarked on a policy of spon- 
soring joint celebrations of Christmas and Chan- 
ukah. No one would deny ADL the right to ad- 
vocate this policy inside and outside the Jewish 
community; but when it persuades school au- 
thorities, as it frequently does, to put on Christ- 
mas-Chanukah shows, it does not limit them to 
the children of its own board of directors or 
of the members of B’nai B’rith—who, incidental- 
ly, were never consulted on the matter. It also 
involves children of: parents who are opposed 
to the whole concept of joint religious celebra- 
tions. In other words, ADL here sets itself up 
as the final arbiter in issues which can be resolved 
only by the majority of the Jewish population. 
And when you ask ADL for its credentials, it 
points to its own constituency and considers the 
problem solved. 

The above-mentioned annual meeting of the 
American Jewish Committee placed the organi- 
zation on record as believing that: 

The interests of the Jewish community are 
best served by freedom of organization and 
action of Jews of differing viewpoints and 
that there can be no one voice authorized to 
speak for the Jews of America in the com- 
munity relations field or any other field. 

Here the Committee wants to eat the pie and 

have it too. If it desires to retain unimpaired 
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its “freedom of organization and action,” it 
must restrict its activities to matters which relate 
only to its own membership. If, on the other 
hand, it continues to project itself in affairs in- 
volving non-members, it will have to act in 
concert with other organizations and accept the 
decisions of the majority as binding in such ac- 
tion. The cry that this would set up an authori- 
tarian or totalitarian organization is nonsense as 
long as any agency is free not to join a central 
community organization or to sever relations 
with it any time it sees fit. By insisting that there 
should be central planning in community re- 
lations, Dr. MaclIver simply pointed up the need 
for integrated action in organized Jewish effort 
in this country. 


For the American Jewish Committee and ADL 
to dismiss the Maclver proposals as something 
that would erect “a monolithic structure of 
Jewish communal life” is to disregard or distort 
a very serious trend in American Jewish life— 
the trend toward central, representative organi- 
zation. This trend has already found expression 
in the formation of federations, welfare funds, 
community councils, boards of Jewish education, 
etc. Mr. Blaustein sees in the fight for the de- 
mocratization of the Jewish community the work 
of “forces .. . which continue to be intrigued 
by the image of the Kehillah, such as existed in 
Eastern Europe.” But this merely shows how 
hopelessly behind events an agency can fall if 
it fails to read correctly the signs of the times. 
All the derogatory allusions to Eastern Europe 
will not alter the historical fact that there has 
hardly ever been a Jewish community in the 
world without a central agency to speak and 
act for it. What the Committee and ADL really 
hope to accomplish by scotching the Maclver 
Report is to retain intact the dictatorial position 
they have occupied in Jewish life for so long 
a period. 


CTRIPPED TO THEIR fundamentals, the func- 

tional objections of the Committee and the 
ADL to the Maclver proposals are based on two 
claims: 


1) The two organizations are agencies of 
“composite competence” and are in pos- 
session of an accumulated body of knowl- 
edge and training which the other agencies 
do not have. The ADL sums it all up 
in the following statement: “What the 
(MaclIver) Report recommends is that the 
community relations operations in these 
specialized areas be taken from the skilled, 
experienced, integrated community rela- 
tions agencies and placed in the hands of 
groups whose main functions are other 
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than community relations or defen:e 
against anti-Semitism.” 

2) The Committee and ADL are “generic 
agencies” and since, as the Committee pu*s 
it, the “problems in the community re- 
lations field require inclusive, not frag- 
mented, handling,” these organizations are 
in a better position to serve the Jewisia 
community than the specialized agencies. 

Both claims are without foundation. Com- 
munity relations is a new field, “‘so new, in fact,” 
—Dr. Slawson quotes one of his co-workers as 
saying—‘that only in recent years has it been 
given a name.” The unvarnished truth is, as 
Dr. Maclver points out, there is no such thing 
as a “composite competence” in community re- 
lations. The work of the agencies operating in 
this sphere has never been subjected to scientific 
testing or objective evaluation. There is hardly 
any difference, as far as skill or training is con- 
cerned, between the staffs of one agency and 
those of another; they are all recruits from the 
same groups and come into the field with an al- 
miost_ identical background. An examination of 
the intellectual equipment of the professions em- 
ployed by the community relations agencies 
would, I am sure, reveal that the majority of 
them have studied to be lawyers, rabbis or teach- 
ers. The Committee concedes as much, when it 
says in its statement on the Maclver Report: 
“In the absence of schools for community re- 
lations work, professional training must be ac- 
quired largely on the job—not by mere trial and 
error but by skillful intra-agency training.” 
What the Committee fails to say, however, is 
that no reliable criteria have as yet been devised 
to gauge the effectiveness of the work of the 
community relations agencies. As long as that is 
the case, no agency can prove its skillfulness 
regardless of how much “‘intra-agency training” 
it gives the members of its staff. 

The argument about the superiority of the 
“generic agencies” hardly merits serious discus- 
sion. How “generic” must an agency be to be 
a generic agency? Was the Committee less of a 
generic agency in 1944, when it had no labor 
department, than it is today? And has ADL 
ceased to be a generic agency since it gave up 
its labor department at the end of 1946? The 
Committee introduces a striking idea into the 
discussion. The work of an agency, it maintains, 
is not evaluated in the light of its acceptance 
by the non-Jewish world it tries to influence, 
but rather by the amount of money it spends 
on its defense program. Thus the Committee 
disqualifies the Jewish Labor Committee from 
being placed in functional charge of all com- 
munity relations affecting American labor on 
the ground that the “community relations ac- 
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tivities” of the latter “are of recent origin, con- 
tinue to be subsidiary to its other objectives, 
and now constitute only 35% of its total 
budget.” As against this situation the Committee 
sets up its own forty-five year record as “ 







a 
pioneer agency in the community relations 
field,” forgetting, however, to mention that it, 
too, has other activities; that while it is true that 
the Labor Committee was organized in 1933, it 
is also a fact that the labor department of the 
American Jewish Committee was not established 
until 1945; and that the 35 per cent of the 
total budget of the Labor Committee still rep- 
resents a much larger sum than the American 
Jewish Committee appropriates for its work in 
the sphere of labor. The same is true of the 

_ Jewish War Veterans, who, according to the 
Committee’s statement, spends on community 
relations “less than 25%” of its total budget. 

- However, since this 25 per cent is devoted ex- 
clusively to veterans work, it amounts to more 
than the Committee or ADL spends in this area. 
If a “generic agency” can do a better job than 
a specialized one, what is there to prevent the 
specialized agencies from turning generic? Were 
the latter to attempt it, the Committee and 
ADL, I am quite certain, would be the first to 
raise the cry of duplication. 

The Committee and ADL refuse to turn over 
work in specific areas to the specialized agencies. 
They turn down the allocation of functions that 
the Committee on Evaluative Studies recom- 
mends. They claim “composite competence” in 
social legislation despite the fact that they op- 
posed legislation of any kind in the struggle 
against anti-Semitism until they were literally 
forced to go along by the impact that the law 
and social action program of the American Jew- 
ish Congress was making. They reject coordinat- 
ed fund raising on the ground that that would 
undermine the autonomy of the individual 
agencies. This is belied by their own Joint De- 
fense Appeal. If two agencies can combine their 
fund raising, there is no reason why three or 

more agencies could not do so. 
: Nowhere in his report does Dr. MaclIver 
suggest that the agencies involved give up their 
independent organizational existence. He merely 
recommends that there be pooling of resources 
and central planning in an area which is of vital 
concern to the future of the Jewish community 
‘ in this country. No single organization can set 
itself up as a generic agency—only the com- 
munity can be generic. This is what is meant by 
democracy in Jewish affairs. The American Jew- 
ish Committee is again demonstrating that it will 
not be dislodged from its dominating position 
without a strenuous fight on the part of the 
bulk of the Jewish population. It is unfortunate 
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that the ADL, despite its ties with a mass or- 
ganization, has chosen to be on the side of 
oligarchy rather than on the side of democracy. 
This makes the fight more difficult, but not 
hopeless. Even if the Maclver battle is lost, the 
war for a representative and responsible Jewish 
community will go on to ultimate victory. 


PIONEER WOMEN 
NATIONAL MEMBERSHIP 
DRIVE 


ENDS ... JUNE 30th 














‘In numbers there is strength’ 


Dr. Sara Feder, National President, presents 
the new membership poster and invites every 
American Jewish woman to enroll in PIONEER 
WOMEN, and to join NOW with thousands of 


other women who want... 


. a working partnership with the builders 
of the State of Israel; 


. to aid the immigrants and settlers with 
more than “charity”; 


. to give some time to constructive effort in 
behalf of Jews everywhere; 


. to participate actively in Israel’s future. 





MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY! 


PIONEER WOMEN 

The Women’s Labor Zionist 
Organization of America, Inc. 
29 East 22nd Street 

New York 10, N. Y. 
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Jews In East Germany 
by Michel Salomon | 


This is the second of two reports on Jews in Germany. 


Bisa ARE NOT more than about six thousand 
Jews left in the German Democratic Repub- 
lic (East Germany) among a total population 
of eighteen million, and about half of these re- 
side in the Soviet sector of Berlin. The remain- 
der are scattered in a number of small commu- 
nities in Leipzig, Dresden, Magdeburg, Chem- 
nitz and other cities. 

The Jews in East Germany are organized in 
autonomous federations in each of the provinces 
of the country. The central representation of 
these federations is located in the Soviet sector 
of Berlin in the old synagogue on Oranienburg 
Street which still bears the marks of Nazi van- 
dalism. Like all ‘‘mass organizations,” such as 
the “Partisans of Peace” and “Democratic Wo- 
men,” this skeletal representation of the handful 
of Jews is part of the National Front of the 
East German government. 

With the exception of Berlin, where one can, 
at some personal risk, cross from one sector of 
the city to another, I did not feel unhampered 
in East Germany. Nevertheless I found numer- 
ous opportunities to converse freely with Jews 
who I knew were not communist functionaries. 
In Berlin especially I could take long walks 
in the Soviet sector and cautiously discuss many 
matters with ordinary citizens. 

Whether it is a propaganda trick or a genuine 
expression of a troubled conscience, the fact re- 
mains that the leaders of East Germany admit 
the collective responsibility of the entire Ger- 
man people for the Nazi crimes and constantly 
stress this point in their internal propaganda. 
This attitude strongly impresses the visitor com- 
ing from West Germany, where the leaders and 
public opinion in general give the impression of 
suffering from amnesia on this score and are 
even aggressively determined to consider the 
subject of Nazi crimes against Jews as settled 
once and for all. 

Except for the moving memoirs of Eugen 
Kogon,* not a single book has appeared in West 
Germany voicing genuine indignation against 
the murderous sadism of the recent past. In 
East Germany, on the other hand, newspapers, 
magazines and many books consistently refer to 
the martyrdom of the Jews. Disregarding the 
propaganda motives behind this policy, and the 
ends which this propaganda’ seeks to attain, this 


* The Theory and Practice of Hell by Eugen Kogon. 


constant reminder of the Jewish tragedy leaves 
a profound impression on the mind of the 
average person. 

Let me cite some examples. One day I was 
invited to the House of Pioneers in Berlin. (The 
Pioneers are the junior division of the “Free 
German Youth” and include children between 
six and sixteen years of age.) I had the pleasure 
of a long talk with the director of this splendid 
palace where the children are educated and poli- 
tically indoctrinated by means of games and 
songs. Hilda B. is a young energetic woman of 
great determination and a representative type 
of a communist activist. She first took me to the 
children’s theater which that day presented the 
Soviet play “American Students.” As the name 
indicates, this play deals with American campus 
life as it is seen on the other side of the Iron 
Curtain. 

We tiptoed into a large hall that was filled 
to capacity. As we entered, a particularly pa- 
thetic scene was being enacted on the stage. A 
white girl was violently berating a Negro stu- 
dent who had innocently tried to take a seat 
near her. The other students on the stage were 
represented as insulting caricatures. The actors, 
who were professionals, played this scene with 
unusual realism, as they would for adults, not 
sparing their young audience the sexual impli- 
cations inherent in it. The faces of the children 
showed terror and repugnance. Many of them 
were taking notes. 

“This is the way we immunize our youth 
against racism,” Hilda whispered to me. 

When the play ended most of the Pioneers 
left. A small number stayed behind and formed 
“discussion groups.” We accompanied one of 
these groups into an adjoining room. One after 
another the children rose, introduced themselves 
(I, Wolfgang W., a third year Pioneer, pupil of 
the technical school October Revolution . . .) 
and discussed the play. Some criticized it sharp- 
ly. One fourteen-year-old girl, her fair hair 
done in braids, her cheeks rosy, began her speech 
with the following words: “The social-traitor 
Untel writes in his rag which is paid for by 
the Americans. . .” etc. 

I felt unhappy at the sight of how the chil- 
dren were being involved in'such crude political 
polemics and how readily they quoted the hate- 
filled editorials of the Taeglisches Rundschau. 
My face must have reflected my feelings, for 
my mentor tried to reassure me: “The children 
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have to learn to live with other people, and not 
in a dream world. We have to imbue them with 
political consciousness, something which the pre- 
vious generation lacked.” 


She stopped to think for a moment, then 
added: “I was born and spent my youth in a 
small town on the Rhine. When Hitler began 
his campaign against the Jews I did not know 
any Jews personally. I almost believed what 
the Stuermer wrote about them. Up to a cer- 
tain extent I was thus in agreement with the 
murderers of Dachau and Auschwitz. Our 
youth must learn to hate evil, to pursue and up- 
root it without qualms.” I cautiously remarked 
that the children would learn to distinguish be- 


tween good and evil slowly and not without ' 


pain, that things were not quite as simple as all 
that. She answered briefly and curtly: “Every- 
thing is simple for our Pioneers.” 


LATER 1 Hap a long talk with Norden, the press 

director of the Soviet sector of Berlin. Norden 
is no doubt well-known in communist circles 
in New York where he lived as a refugee. I was 
amazed at the enthusiasm with which he talked 
about the elimination of anti-Semitism in East 
Germany. “Our first great revolution,” he said, 
“consisted in creating a new youth. This youth, 
which the Nazis would have transformed into 
SS troops and savage Jew-haters, we made into 
a radiant youth free of racism and hate. Our 
youth is aware of the Jewish contribution to the 
spiritual greatness of Germany and socialist con- 
struction. They know that the Jew Karl Marx 
and the German Engels, the Jewish woman Rosa 
Luxembourg and the German Karl Liebknecht, 
together paved the way for their liberation.” I 
curteously listened to him and did not ask what 
direction the feelings of the German communist 
youth would take once the Jews are accused— 
on the pattern of Prague—of Slanskyism or 
“Zionist cosmopolitanism.” 


Anti-Semitism is legally a crime in East Ger- 
many. Article 6 of the constitution proclaims 
every expression of hatred against a person be- 
cause of his ethnic, racial or religious affiliation 
to be a crime punishable by imprisonment. In- 
deed, the law against anti-Semitism is effectively 
enforced, and its manifestations are considered 
a threat to the State and not only a form of 
moral or physical aggression against individuals. 
At the time of my -visit the press reported such 
a court case which took place in Erfurt. The 
defendant, a local storekeeper, was accused of 
villifying and beating a Jewish woman who was 
his customer. He was sentenced to a year in 
prison and a large fine despite the fact that ex- 





JEwisH FRONTIER 


tenuating circumstances were cited in his de- 
fense. Reports of the case received much pub- 
licity and were particularly interesting because 
the prosecution stressed that, after the bestial 
slaughter of millions of innocent victims, anti- 
Semitism can no longer be considered a minor 
transgression, and that Germany, which had 
produced the Nazi criminals, must punish anti- 
Semitism severely to set an example for Nazi 
sympathizers. 


It is thus undeniable that the government of 
East Germany has taken effective measures to 
eliminate anti-Semitism within its borders. In 
West Germany I had met numerous Jews who, 
though sharply anti-communist, did not con- 
ceal certain sympathies’ for East Germany be- 


cause of the rebirth of Jew-hatred in western ° 


Germany. 


Lacking a specific and positive national con- 
sciousness, many German Jews react to East 
Germany with an infantile emotional reflex. In- 
deed, it is not difficult for the government of 
East Germany to be anti-racist, since it has to 
defend a small number of Jews scattered 
throughout its territory. Yet while doing so 
East Germany has refused even to consider the 
demands for reparations which Israel and world 
Jewish organizations have presented to Germany. 
The anti-Zionist policies in vogue in the entire 
Soviet bloc are also in effect in East Germany 
so that, taken all in all, East Germany’s attitude 
toward the Jews is on the negative side. 


TEWIsH LIFE in East Germany is not noticable. 

A certain number of Jews occupy posts of 
secondary importance in the public life of the 
country. Since the famous third congress of 
the communist dominated Socialist Unity party 
which was held in July, 1950, Jewish leaders, 
who had largely spent their years as refugees in 
the West and in the United States, were set aside 
in favor of persons who had spent their exile 
years in Moscow. Thus Gerhard Eisler, who had 
fled from the United States, Ranghoff, Leo Bauer, 
Selbmann, Norden and others—all Jews—who 
had formerly been in the front ranks of German 
communism were removed from the Executive 
Committee of the party. 


Those Jews who still figure prominently in 
East Germany are primarily intellectuals such 
as Professor Siegbert Kahn and the novelist Anna 
Seghers, both of whom received the National 
Prize in 1951, a sort of local Stalin Prize. The 
Kultur Bund, a large organization of artists and 
writers which has about 120 thousand members 
in East Germany, contain a number of Jews. 
The Aufbau publishing house is now issuing a 
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de luxe edition of the writings of Anna Seghers, 
Arnold Zweig and Lion Feuchtwanger. It is 
also publishing the complete works of Heine, 
for the first time in post-war Germany. 


So far as the Jewish “communities” are con- 
cerned, these are but show pieces for the out- 
side world and are completely integrated in the 
political structure of the regime. They devote 
themselves much to Korea and Malaya, but dis- 
play no interest in Israel or world Jewish affairs. 
The communist authorities of East Germany are 
liberal toward religious communities which they 
want to win for the government. This is es- 
pecially true of their attitude toward the Evan- 
gelical Church which is very strong in Germany. 
Within the framework of this policy, the minute 
Jewish communities are assisted in building syn- 
agogues, caring for cemeteries and performing 
similar functions. In 1951 the Jewish commu- 
nities were granted 200 thousand Mark for 
these purposes. This year, too, they will receive 
appreciable sums. Additional subsidies are made 
to the local Jewish communities by the respec- 
tive provinces. Thus the community in Magde- 
burg received 90 thousand Mark for the recon- 
struction of the synagogue, that of Erfurt a 
like sum for a similar purpose, and the twenty 
Jewish families of Schwering were alloted 20 
thousand Mark for the construction of a syn- 
agogue and upkeep of the cemetery. Synagogues 
damaged by the Nazis are being restored and 
new one are being built in Dresden, Leipzig, 
Halle and other cities. All of these synagogues 
are far too large for the small numbers of sur- 
viving Jews, and their empty spaciousness evokes 
sad feelings in the heart of the visitor. It is 
hard to understand the motives of the authori- 
ties in building synagogues in cities where there 
are at present no Jews at all—unless they expect 
a large influx of Jews in the near future. Fur- 
thermore, two thirds of the small Jewish com- 
munities that today exist in East Germany con- 
sist of the aged and invalids and the remaining 
third of completely alienated elements. 


Jewish victims of Nazism who are too old or 
physically incapable of working receive a sub- 
sidy from the East German zovernment—as they 
do in West Germany. Invalids, men over sixty 
and women over fifty-five receive a monthly 
allowance of from 210 to 280 Mark. On the 
other hand, they cannot obtain restitution for 
property which the Nazis destroyed or looted. 
The East German government also admits of 
no obligations toward Jews not living on its 
territory. The “Democrats” of East Germany 
thus profit handsomely from the property of 
Jews who have perished at the hands of <he Nazis 
or have found asylum in other countries. The 
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construction of synagogues in cities where there 
are no Jews scarcely compensates for the hun- 
dreds of millions of dollars worth of assets which 
have been robbed from the first victims of Naz- 
ism and which East Germany shows no intention 
of returning to their rightful owners abroad. 
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The Israel Merchant Fleet 


by William 


lg Is POSSIBLE today, and has been for the 
better part of four years, to travel to Israel 
in an Israeli ship, skippered by a Jewish Captain, 
whose officers and crew, with a few exceptions, 
are Jewish. You will hear the bos’un give orders 
in Hebrew. Your steward will speak Hebrew 
or Yiddish and the food he serves you in the 
dining room will be kosher whether you insist 
on it or not. 

She won’t be a luxury liner. If you sail from 
Marseilles or Naples it will be in a small ship 
of not too recent vintage but comfortable and 
friendly. The chances are that you will be shar- 
ing her decks with immigrants from Morocco 
or Tunis. If you happen to sail directly to Israel 
from New York or another East coast port it 
will be aboard a good sized freighter with roomy 
accommodations for about twelve passengers. 
She will be loaded well down into the -water 
(giving her a steadiness which few large liners 
can boast) mainly with heavy machinery, steel 
pipe or pre-fab houses. There might be a deck 
cargo of tractors, Mack trucks or a few buses. 
The voyage will take eighteen or twenty days 
depending on weather conditions. You will eat 
at the officers’ mess and live quite informally. 

The idea of Jewish ships plying the trade 
lanes of the world has been closely linked for 
generations with the broader vision of Jewish 
nationhood. In the last four years Israel’s ships 
have become a badge of her sovereignty. At 
whatever port they touch they are a source of 
pride to Jews who, in the main, have been a 
land-bound people. 

But the importance of Israel’s merchant fleet 
lies not so much in what it symbolizes as in the 
crucial role it plays. Israel’s ships are the major 
carriers of both the human material and the 
industrial sinews that are going into the develop- 
ment of that country. In the past four years 
Israel ships began to poke their bows into the 
equatorial ports of West Africa. They can be 
seen steaming up the English Channel, the Irish 
Sea, the Baltic, the Mediterranean and the Black 
Sea. They can be found loading cotton in Mo- 
bile, steel in Delaware, timber at Halifax, Nova 
Scotia. They embark tourists at Marseilles, im- 
migrants at Tripoli. 

Israeli shipping began four years ago with 
one vessel. Today shipping constitutes one of 
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the country’s top industries and is a prime earner 
of hard currencies. It is one of the few mer- 
chant fleets in the world which hasn’t been 
weaned on fat government subsidies. Yet from 
the beginning Israel ships have shown a steady 
profit. They save the Government between six 
and seven million dollars annually which would 
have had to be paid to foreign carriers if Israel 
had no ships of her own. 

At present Israel owns and operates twenty- 
eight ships of an aggregate deadweight (cargo 
capacity) of close to 145,000 tons. Compared 
to the mercantile fleets of America, Great Britain 
and other maritime powers its size is infini- 
tesimal. But among Near Eastern countries Is- 
rael’s merchant fleet ranks second in size only 
to the government owned and operated fleet of 
Turkey. It is far larger than the heavily subsi- 
dized merchant marine of Egypt which is the 
largest among the Arab countries. According 
to a United Nations survey of world shipping 
in June, 1951, Israel’s merchant fleet, then barely 
three years old, ranked twenty-ninth on a list 
of fifty-two sea going nations. The addition of 
new tonnage during the last twelve months has 
brought her several notches closer to the top. 


THE stRucTuRE of Israel’s shipping industry 

is unique among maritime nations. There are 
private shipping enterprises which, so far, have 
proven singularly successful. There is a collective 
shipping venture—a floating kibbutz—in which 
the ship is wholly owned by the crew that mans 
her. But the bulk of the industry is organized 
on a combination of capital representing national 
institutions such as the Jewish Agency and the 
Histadrut, and private Israeli and American in- 
vestors. The latter are represented by AMPAL 
(American Palestine Trading Corporation) and 
P.E.C. (Palestine Economic Corporation) , New 
York investment houses which specialize in fi- 
nancing industrial and commercial projects in 
Israel. 

This broad alliance of public and private capi- 
tal is centered in the Zim Israel Navigation Com- 
pany, Ltd. Zim (the letters stand for Zi Mischari 
which means mercantile fleet) was established in 
1945 by the Jewish Agency and Histadrut, each 
holding about 45 percent of the initial capital 
of 500,000 pounds, then the equivalent of about 
$2,000,000. Another original partner was the 
Palestine (now the Israel) Maritime League, an 
association of sea-minded people which promotes 
the nautical training of Israel’s youth. 
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Zim formed a partnership with the old Lon- 
don shipping firm of Harris & Dixon to pur- 
chase the small British passenger liner “Kedah” 
which was renamed “Kedmah” (Eastward). 
Apart from a few aged hulks used for the trans- 
portation of “illegal” immigrants, the ““Kedmah” 
was the only ship under the Jewish flag when 
Israel was founded in 1948. 

Zim expanded rapidly, acquiring in quick suc- 


. cession three more passenger ships for the im- 


migrant and tourist traffic—the “‘Galila,” “Neg- 
ba” and “Artza”—and a number of small cargo 
vessels, These were suitable only for the Mediter- 
ranean trade while the bulk of Israel’s imports 
had to be brought from America with chartered 
tonnage at the expense of precious dollars. 

The chartering was in the hands of the Ameri- 
can-Israeli Shipping Company, Inc., of New 
York, a firm which was established in June, 
1948, jointly by AMPAL and P.E.C. Early in 
1949 Zim entered into partnership with Ameri- 
can-Israeli and the Israel Discount Bank repre- 
senting private capital. Together they established 
the Israel America Line, Ltd., an Israel corpora- 
tion in which each partner holds one third of 
the stock. 

The Israel America Line proved to be the bold- 
est venture in Israel’s brief maritime history. En- 
tering the fiercely competitive North Atlantic 
trade, it had to vie with old, well-established 
shipping companies powerfully organized in 
the North Atlantic-Mediterranean Conference 
which determined freight rates and had con- 
tractual agreements with most major exporters. 
Nevertheless, within two years of its founding, 
the Israel America Line had managed to pur- 
chase four modern freighters, each of them over 
10,000 tons deadweight. These were Liberty 
ships, built in Canada during World War II 
and differing only slightly from the American 
Liberties which formed the backbone of this 
country’s war-time cargo fleet. The four ships— 
“Haifa,” “Yaffo,” “Tel Aviv” and “Akko” — 
named for Israel’s chief coastal cities, were joined 
last year by two more freighters, the ““Elat” and 
the “Atlit.” The latter two, older but larger 
and faster than the Liberties, were built in Ger- 
many before the war. The “Elat” with a dead- 
weight tonnage of 12,300, is Israel’s largest ship. 


JHE six vEssELs of the Israel America Line 

account for about 45 percent of Israel’s mer- 
chant tonnage. They maintain three sailings 
every two months from East and Gulf coast 
ports of the United States and from Canada 
directly to Israel. They have been carrying up 
to fifty percent of the Export-Import Bank loan 
cargoes to Israel. One of the largest was a dis- 
assembled but complete steel rolling mill now 
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being erected near Haifa. One of the most un- 
usual cargoes was a pet armadillo consigned to 
the Tel Aviv zoo. 

Passenger and freight operations to the Medi- 
terranean, northern Europe and West Africa are 
managed by the Shoham Maritime Services Ltd., 
a subsidiary of Zim which acts as general agents 
for both Zim and the Israel America Line in 
Europe. 

The chief cargo to Europe is citrus, Israel’s 
number one export. Zim’s four vessels regularly 
employed in this service are the newest and 
most modern of Israel’s fleet. The steamship 
“Hadar” was built in England in 1949; the mo- 
torship “Etrog” in Sweden a year later. The 
motorships “Tamar” and “Rimon,” the first ves- 
sels to be constructed on orders from Israel, were 
built in Holland in 1951. All are electrically 
ventilated and equipped to carry general cargoes 
as well as citrus. In addition, they offer yacht- 
like accommodations for a limited number of 
passengers and have recently begun cruises from 
British ports to Israel and back. Together with 
the “Jsfonit,” a German-built fruit carrier of 
pre-war vintage, these ships carried nearly 20 
percent (735,131 cases) of last season’s citrus 
export to Europe. 

Early last winter Zim inaugurated a service to 
West Africa in order to bring plywood for the 
factory at Afikim. A new ship, the “Kinneret” 
was purchased for the run. Since then two older 
Zim freighters, the ‘“Nakhshon” and “Dromit” 
have been added to that route. Short runs in the 
Mediterranean, mainly to Cyprus and Turkey, 
are handled by the old steamship ‘““Komemiut” 
and the small motorships ‘“Hashlosha,” ‘“Ha- 
mored,” ‘“Nirit” and “Mishmar Haemek.” 
Zim’s passenger vessels maintain weekly sailings 
between Israel and French and Italian ports and 
carry virtually all tourists who come to Israel 
by sea. The 21 knot “Kedmah,” flagship of the 
fleet, is one of the fastest passenger vessels on 
the Mediterranean. The “Negba” oldest of the 
group, originally sailed under the American flag 
from the West Coast to China. The “‘Galila” 
was famous for years as the Hudson River ex- 
cursion boat “DeWitt Clinton” and is now used 
by Zim chiefly for the transportation of im- 
migrants. The “Artza,” Israel’s newest and most 
modern passenger ship, has the dubious distinc- 
tion of having served as a submarine tender of 
the German Navy during World War II. 


PRivATE ENTERPRISE is represented in Israel’s 

shipping industry by two firms, the Atid Line 
and M. Dizengoff & Co. Ltd. Atid is owned by 
the Borchard family, a wealthy German-Jewish 
clan which has been active in shipping for sev- 
eral generations. It is the only one of several Jew- 
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ish shipping ventures of pre-war Palestine to sur- 
vive although all but one of its ships were lost 
in the war. 


M. Dizengoff Ltd. bears the name of its found- 
er, the late Meir Dizengoff who was the life-time 
Mayor of Tel Aviv. The firm was well-known 
in pre-war Palestine as ship brokers and agents 
for several large foreign comp®ies. Exclusively 
with private capital, it entered the Israel-North 
America service 2 years ago with two 7,500 ton 
freighters purchased from the Isthmian Steam- 
ship Company. The latter, an American firm 
owned by United States Steel, acts as general 
agents for the Dizengoff company in America 
and has shown a paternal interest in the develop- 
ment of the new Israeli line. Dizengoff’s ships, 
the “Henrietta Szold,” and “Meir Dizengoff” 
were joined recently by the “Abraham Gaetz,” 
another former Isthmian vessel named for Diz- 
engoff’s partner in the shipping business. To- 
gether with the Israel America fleet they bring 
to nine the number of Israel ships on the trans- 
Atlantic run. 


Israel’s ships today are manned by a thousand 
officers and seamen, more than eight hundred 
of whom are Jewish. A good many of these are 
veterans of years at sea under a variety of flags 
including the American, British, Polish and 
Italian as well as the British Navy. Others learned 
their trade with “Aliyah Bet,” the underground 
immigration fleet of Haganah which brought 
thousands of immigrants clandestinely ‘to Pales- 
tine during the last years of British rule. Many 
of the younger hands are graduates of the Nau- 
tical School attached to the famous Technion 
in Haifa. The Nautical School issues licenses for 
officers in both deck and engine departments. Its 
exams are said to be extremely tough and its 
stamp on a license is held in high regard by 
foreign as well as Israeli sailors. Most Nautical 
School cadets serve a hitch in the Israel Navy. 
Israel shipping companies also make it a prac- 
tice to carry cadets on their ships to learn the 
ropes from the bottom up. 


Sea-going men in Israel are affiliated with the 
Histadrut which, for its part, owns a goodly 
share of the shipping industry. Israel is probably 
the only country in the world where this anoma- 
ly exists. But the fact that Labor and Manage- 
ment are very often one and the same hasn’t 
prevented a certain amount of labor strife on 
the maritime front. By and large the sailors’ 
gripes are not directed against the companies or 
the union. The chief bone of contention is the 
proportion of wages paid in foreign currency. 
The sailors complain that this is too niggardly 
and demanded more pounds sterling, francs, liras 


or dollars when they go ashore abroad. The Gov- 
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ernment says that with the tight currency situa- 
tion it cannot allocate larger amounts. 


Actually, sailors rank among the highest paid 
of Israel’s skilled workers. Their basic wages, 
coupled with cost-of-living increases and sup- 
plements for dependents, make them the highest 
paid seafarers in the world after Americans. In 
addition they enjoy a privilege accorded very 
few Israelis today, the privilege of purchasing 
abroad personal items which are at present un- 
available in Israel. 


EOPLE ARE PRONE to ask: “What is it like to 

travel in a Jewish ship?” The question implies 
that Jewish ownership and’ operation endows a 
ship with a certain uniqueness, good or bad, 
which is missing in, say, a Danish, Dutch or 
French ship. The truth is that there hasn’t been 
any great nautical tradition among the Jews 
since the days of Solomon. And it’s a moot ques- 
tion whether even then the Wise King sent his 
own fleets to Ophir or chartered the Phoene- 
cians’. In this light it is quite remarkable that 
the experience of travelling in an Israel ship is 
no different, physically at least, from travel in 
any other kind of ship. This traveller can say 
from first hand experience that the service is 
good, the cuisine fine, the cabins comfortable and 
the atmosphere congenial. Israel’s passenger ships 
provide the same deck sports as the Queen Mary. 
The usual Hollywood movies are shown in the 
lounge or dining room. The bar service provides 
a nice variety of drinks and there is always music 
for dancing or a quiet nook to get the sun. 


Of course, class barriers are not as strictly ob- 
served as aboard some other ships. You'll never 
see a steward hustling a passenger off the First 
Class deck merely because his ticket bears the 
Tourist Class stamp..Nobody seems to mind. Go- 
ing to or coming from Israel tourists like to 
compare notes and this makes for a family at- 
mosphere reminiscent of an old fashioned Eu- 
ropean pension. 


If there is anything different about an Israel 
ship it is something intangible which is most 
strongly manifested on the Sabbath. Everything 
indicates that a special effort has been made with 
“spit and polish.” The ship’s company is gathered 
in the dining room. There are flowers on the table 
and the Captain, a wind-bitten old sea-dog wear- 
ing a cap with an anchor and gold Mogen David 
insignia, says Kiddush. To hear a Captain recite 
Kiddush followed with Amens by the crew is, 
to say the least, a new experience in Jewish life. 


Despite its rapid growth in the last four years, 
Israel ships last year carried only 15 percent 
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of their country’s sea-borne trade which ex- 
ceeded a million and a half tons. This year the 
percentage will be somewhat higher but nowhere 
near the figure it could be if more ships were 
available. 


According to Chaim Yaari, Director of the 
Shipping Department of Israel’s Ministry of 
Transport and Communication, the merchant 
fleet can use an additional 100,000 tons of cargo 
and passenger vessels. Such expansion would re- 
quire an investment of about $26,000,000 which 
would have to come from both Israel and foreign 
sources. The new ships would approximately 
double Israel’s present cargo capacity and replace 
some of the older units which have reached 
obsolescence and are no longer in a position to 
compete with the post-war tonnage of other 
nations. 


The new fleet envisioned by Mr. Yaari would 
include another four citrus carriers, two large 
vessels designed for bulk cargoes such as sugar, 
iron ore, timber and grain; a modern passenger 
ship and three new cargo vessels for the Mediter- 
ranean and two or three tankers, a type of which 
as yet Israel has none, to carry crude oil to the 
Haifa refineries. There are also plans for the ac- 
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quisition of a luxury liner to carry passengers 
and cargo between New York and Haifa. 


In this connection there have been reports in 
the press that Israel is considering the purchase 
of a popular 12,000 ton Swedish motorship whose 
owners are offering her for sale because she will 
be replaced shortly with a much larger vessel. 
The ship in question was built in 1947 and has 
luxurious accommodations for about 400 passen- 
gers in addition to 10,000 cubic feet of refrig- 
erated cargo space. Israel shipping officials have 
warned that these reports are premature, but 
admit that they are interested in this and in’ 
several other passenger liners now on the world 
market. 


Dr. Naphtali Wydra, former manager of the 
Jewish Agency’s Maritime Department and now 
one of the directors of Zim, recently described 
the development of shipping in Israel as “‘a quiet 
maritime revolution” of equal importance to 
the future of the nation as the exploitation of the 
soil and the development of heavy industry. It 
affords a new outlet for the energy and skills 
of Israeli young men. It opens new economic 
frontiers. It certainly strengthens Israel’s inde- 
pendence and security. 











es 








— 


of the Jewish stage. 


Lowest Rates for the 
Week, Week-End or Day 


45 East 17th Street OR 3-6500 
CHARLES J. AZENBERG, Manager 














@ Summer Home of the FARBAND—LABOR ZIONIST ORDER 






... the Labor Zionist Camp 
In the Heart of the Bear Mountains © Only 45 miles from New York 
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UNSER CAMP has throughout its twenty-six 
seasons been the ideal spot for the discrimi- 
nating vacationist looking for “something 
different.” Offering every comfort and recre- 
ational facility, UNSER CAMP is particularly 
noted for its congenial Labor Zionist environ- 
ment. Large social staff of well known artists 
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Not With a Bang 


by Shlomo Katz 


LIKE TO READ ads. I believe the art of ad 

writing is one of the significant literary 
achievements of our time. Any well-written ad 
is capable of evading images and moods no less 
than most recent short stories. They can set in 
motion mental trains unintended and undreamed 
of by their authors, and they can awaken pow- 
erful nostalgias. 

The above reflections came to my mind the 
other day as I was looking at a large quarter- 
page newspaper ad of a Jewish fraternal order— 
Let us call it The Jewish Workmen’s Four- 
Square League. It was a business-like ad—big 
type and small type and boxes of text and circles 
offering bargain rates and emblems and all the 
rest of that. But what particularly caught my 
eye was a small insert in minute type which read: 
“Our Youth Section is now celebrating its 25th 
anniversary.” 

I read this legend and halted, my mind im- 
mediately racing back to that summer of 25 
years ago when I first made the acquaintance 
of this organization. 

One evening 25 years ago, against my will, 
I became a minor center of public attention. 
It happened at an evening class of English for 
new immigrants. I was there not as a student 
but as a visitor, accompanying an older mem- 
ber of the family, and should really not have 
figured in the proceedings at all, but the very in- 
appropriate text book used contained the words 
“Jad” and “lass” and I was elected to illustrate 
the meaning of the first and a girl who had 
similarly strayed into the class became the 
embodiment of the latter. After such a public 
introduction it was only natural that the adults 
whom we accompanied should get acquainted 
after class and exchange the usual immigrant 
talk. As a result of that conversation at least 
one member of the family joined the ‘“Four- 
Square League” and I, unable to resist the 
charms of the “lass,” shortly thereafter became 
a candidate for membership in the Junior section 
which was then in the first year of its existence 
and appropriately full of exuberance, and radi- 
cal wild hopes. 

As a fraternal organization the Workmen’s 
Four-Square League was not supposed to be 
politically partisan, aside from being socialist 
in a general sort of way. But the branch in my 
home town had been captured by left wingers 
who made no bones about it. The organization 
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rented a whole “building” for its social, educa- 
tional and economic activities. This was a small 
two-story frame house in a nondescript neigh- 
borhood. A deserving member of the organiza- 
tion and his family occupied the top floor as 
compensation for his janitorial services. The 
ground floor, which consisted of one fairly large 
room, made up by knocking out the partitions 
between three small ones, a kitchen and a porch 
was given over to meetings, lectures, parties and 
the like. The walls of the large room were. 
properly adorned with portraits of Peretz, 
Mendele, Sholem Aleichem and Marx. Along 
one wall there was a huge book case crammed 
with Yiddish works of the above-mentioned 
authors and of others too. This library had a 
Yiddish translation of Kropotkin’s ‘Fields and 
Factories” and similar unorthodox writings. 


The Junior Section paid little attention to 
the books in Yiddish. All the members knew 
English, and though the adult branch of the 
“Four-Square League” was looked up to for 
ideological gujdance in political matters, its 
cultural patterns were considered with a shrug 
of the shoulders. Their Yiddish books were tol- 
erated with the same light condescension that 
was accorded their Yiddish songs at joint parties, 
or when a “leader” came from New York to 
address the organization on important matters. 
Why not? The “Juniors” knew that the Uzbeks 
in the Soviet Union were encouraged to use their 
language, and the Samoyeds had been provided 
with a freshly-baked alphabet. It was thus poli- 
tically correct to tolerate the Yiddish of the old 
ones. 


[7 was NoT an easy matter for me to overcome 

certain powerful reluctances in the matter 
of becoming a candidate for membership in the 
Junior Section of the League. I had definite po- 
litical predilections, and these were of a Zionist 
nature. Then there was the home discipline to 
take into account. My parents were suspicious. 


“Where are you going?” mother invariably 
asked when I left home in the evening. This 
was no overt attempt to interfere with my free- 
dom. Merely information for the record. 

Usually the question was answered with a 
vague, “Oh, just to see some of the boys,” and 
the peace of my conscience—the fact that the 
statement was substantially true—would com- 
municate itself to her. I couldn’t lie very well, 
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and this sort of answer would not do if I were 
to go to a meeting of the Junior Section. She 
would sense at once that I was lying, and would 
also guess my destination. And though one mem- 
ber of the family did join the “Four-Square 
League,” my parents were not reconciled and 
were convinced the organization was up to no 
good. 


But the young lady who was the “‘lass” at the 
evening school at the time when I was the 
“Jad” was of a missionary temperament and 
would not abandon a potential recruit to the 
cause until all resources had been exhausted. 
Having met her I was pleasantly surprised to 
learn that she attended the same school that I 
did, and on various accasions the invitation was 
repeated to attend at least one meeting of the 
Junior Section and “see for myself.” I longed 
to attend yet dreaded the finality of the step. 
I would be committed, a marked man. 


But when May 1 came around I could no 
longer resist. That would be a celebration, not a 
meeting. 

I don’t recall what I told my parents, but I 
went anyway. The big room of the “local” was 
jammed. The “lass,” whose name was Eleanor, 
spotted me the moment I arrived and remained 
standing undecided near the door, and took 
me in tow. And behold, a new world opened 
up. There were so many faces of young people 
my age, faces I had seen in school and was in- 
trigued by yet never dared approach. And they 
were here and they were friendly and welcoming. 
There was Sam Apple, a year or two older than 
I. It was rumored in school that he “wrote 
poetry.” Who would have guessed that he was 
a member? Yet here he was and Eleanor intro- 
duced me to him. Meet ‘comrade Sam, she said, 
and she beamed at him, and comrade Sam beamed 
at me and extended a welcoming hand. “I had 
been wanting to meet you for some time,” he 
said. So—I had not been unobserved; even Sam, 
who “wrote poetry,” had noticed me in the 
school halls. And we were brought together in 
this place, and on this day and under this roof. 
“T will see you later,” Sam beamed, and it was 
a promise and a date with a maker of poetry 
and a token of coming comradeship under a 
great cause. 


I was willing to retire to a corner and enjoy 
the wonder of it all, but Eleanor would not let 
me and dragged me along from one introduction 
to another. It was- really remarkable. All these 
faces, now shining with the ecstasy of the occa- 
sion, belonged here. They were part of the great 
brotherhood. How did they manage to keep it 
such a deep secret at all other times when I 
dreamed of their friendship, and they seemed 
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so remote, so inaccessible? Now we were all com- 
rades under the red banner with the golden 
letters ‘Jewish Workmen’s Four-Square League,” 
united at last in friendship and hope and belief 
in one great cause. After a while Eleanor began 
introducing me too as “Comrade.” So, by im- 
plication, I was already one of them, accepted, 
one of the brotherhood. And it was Eleanor who 
held my arm as she guided me through the 
crowded room, and her eyes shone and her face 
was flushed and she was so lovable, so lovable, 
like all the other people who called each other 
comrade, but much more so, like the spring 
evening outside, like the crimson flag rustling 
ever so softly on the wall. And Sholem Aleichem 
beamed down benevolently on her and on me and 
on Sam and all the others, and Peretz stroked 
his mustache, and Mendele winked slyly, “Have 
fun children, you are in a good cause,” and 
even Marx’s severe face and broad beard 
seemed to relax into a knowing wink. Com- 
rades all, it was wonderful. I promised Eleanor 
I would come to the next meeting of the Junior 
Section of the “Jewish Workmen’s Four-Square 
League.” 


HEN I APPROACHED the meeting house of the 

League the following Friday evening, it was 
still quite early, but a number of young people 
were already there, precariously perched on the 
porch railing and arguing loudly. I went up 
the three stairs timidly, looking for some pro- 
tecting angel, but Eleanor was not to be seen 
and the others were too engrossed in their talk. 
I went inside, but the large room was empty. 
For a moment IJ stood lost, wondering whether 
I should not stage a strategic retreat and depart 
as unobtrusively as I had arrived, but just then 
I was overwhelmed by the sweeping welcome 
of Sam Apple who had just noticed me. Meet 
Comrade K., he loudly introduced me to the 
group about him. I muttered something inco- 
herent about not yet being a comrade, just curi- 
ous to find out, maybe. The glad welcome 
subsided rather quickly, and some eyebrows went 
up in question marks: “What does he want 
here?” And I hurriedly mumbled something 
about being sympathetic. The others granted me 
one more glance and returned to their debate. 
Only one among theni, Ralph Goldman, nodded 
encouragingly: ‘You'll learn, then you'll be 
with us.” 

The meeting started a half hour later. It began 
with a class for which the text was “ABC of 
Communism” by Bukharin and Preobrazhensky. 
The thin booklets were passed around. Whether 
because he wrote poetry or by reason of other 
accomplishments Sam Apple acted as teacher. 
The rest listened approvingly but not very at- 
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tentively to his explanations of the fine points 
of the dialectical process. I sat at the edge of my 
chair in the rear. The subject matter didn’t 
interest me much. I would have preferred to hear 
Sam read his poetry. It was also a bit frightening, 
so matter of fact and impersonal and just a little 
inhuman, as if the group would go outside and 
start a reign of terror the moment the class was 


over. 

When Sam finished his exposition there were 
only few questions and members and candidates 
alike seemed relieved that it was over. I breathed 
easier, and I wasn’t quite so much alone any 
longer. Sam and Ralph and Eleanor came over to 
ask my impressions and I mumbled something 
not very profound but complimentary. Eleanor 
sugested that instead of staying for the business 
part of the meeting I accompany her to dis- 
tribute some leaflets. I was willing, but Sam 
winked slyly to her: “Let him stay. He might 
as well get acquainted with the organization.” 

The business meeting was much “warmer” 
than the educational session, but it also revealed 
some ugly rifts in what I had taken to be un- 
blemished comradship. There were correspond- 
ences from the “National Office” and a heated 
debate ensued whose details I could not follow. 
“Opposition,” “Majority,” “Fraction” and other 
terms were tossed around. Undertones of scorn 
which soon reached a level of outright animosity 
marked the dispute which waxed in violence. 
I felt like an intruder on a family quarrel, with- 
out knowing exactly what the disagreement was 
about. Ralph Goldman made a direct accusation: 
“Sam Apple is looking for an alibi to quit the 
organiaztion.” Sam leaped up: “I challenge 
Ralph to prove it.” But the latter only shrugged 
his shoulders knowingly: “A little bird told me.” 

Some semblance of peace was finally restored 
and the meeting ended more or less amicably. 
Some matters were voted upon, but by that 
time I had lost the thread of the argument and 
only wished that the proceedings ended so that 
I could get away. The proceedings, fortunately 
were hurried up since the room had to be va- 
cated for the meeting of the adult branch of 
the “Jewish Workmen’s Four-Square League.” 


QOQUTsIDE THE MEMBERS soon broke up’ into 
groups and went their way. Sam Apple took 
me under his wing and asked me to take a 
walk with him. I was thrilled. At the first cafe- 
teria we came to he invited me to go in. I hesi- 
tated. I didn’t have a cent. But he sensed my 
predicament and reassured me. He had a part- 
time job after school and was “independent.” I 
followed him ‘inside. . 
“They accused me of wanting to quit the 
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organization,” he began. “You heard them. And 
do you know why? They say I am a nationalist, 
all because I have been doing some translations 
of Bialik’s poems. 

“Well, maybe there is some truth to the ac- 
cusations, though of course Ralph doesn’t know 
what he is talking about.” 

I sat spellbound, thrilled with the thought 
that I was trusted with the real inside workings 
of a radical organization, and also sympathetic 
to Sam who, at the moment, ‘appeared to be a 
misunderstood and persecuted soul with whom I 
felt instinctively that I had much in common. 
Wasn’t I too a “nationalist?” Of course, I did 
not translate Bialik. Who was I to dare even 
dream of such a thing! 

“Ralph thinks he is a consistent materialist,” 
Sam continued. “Bosh. All he is is a conformist 
—likes to belong to the majority. He is a ma- 
terialist all right—looks out for his own in- 
terests. He wants to be a delegate to the national 
convention, that’s why he is so belligerent against 
anyone who deviates from the straight and nar- 
row.” 

Two hours later I was irrevocably convinced 
that Sam Apple was a martyr misunderstood 
by the small-minded materialists. And when he 
began quoting some of his translations of Bialik, 
I also felt that I was standing in the presence of 
genius. 

A short time later I discovered another fissure 
in the revolutionary bastion which was the adult 
branch of the “Jewish Workmen’s Four-Square 
League” in town. This happened at a festive 
joint meeting of young and old in honor of a 
visiting celebrity from New York. The visitor 
spoke Yiddish which all of us understood. He 
talked about the workers’ struggle, solidarity, 
labor leaders who sold out etc., etc. The questiqn 
period that followed was meager. What was there 
to ask? Everyone agreed with the speaker. 

But just when it seemed there were no more 
questions, a woman member of the adult branch 
raised her hand. Everyone was somewhat sur- 
prised. She was not known as a theoretician or 
a profound thinker, though she was a devoted 
member. She apologized profusely for daring to 
take up the speaker’s time with a question that 
had no immediate relevance, but, she said, there 
was something on her mind that had been troubl- 
ing her for some time, and she wanted to have 
the matter resolved. “Here we all work for a 
socialist society and we all believe that it will 
come about sooner or later, and not too late 
either considering how we are now in the last 
stage of capitalism. Well, I was just wondering, 
about afterward. Of course, for quite a while 
after socialism is introduced there will still be 
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much work to do, teaching backward workers 
and overcoming reactionary elements who will 
try to regain power. But what I mean is after 
that, when socialism is really in power already, 
what will we do then? All these activities in 
which we are now engaged will be useless, com- 
pletely unnecessary. And the enemy will have 
been defeated. And living conditions will be 
easy, short working hours and electrification and 
no sweatshops or bosses. That’s what has been 
bothering me,” she concluded, “what cause will 
we fight for then? Because there must be a 
cause. Life is struggle, as Lenin said.” 


She sat down, her face flushed with the thrill 
of having addressed a meeting and at the same 
time self-conscious and just a bit guilty. The 
silence which followed her question accentuated 
her self-consciousness. There was no laughter nor 
the usual hubbub which followed questions at 
meetings, as members of the audience tried to 
anticipate the speaker with their own answers. 
The silence bore an air of consternation, as if the 
unmentionable had been pronounced. Even the 
visiting speaker at first seemed to be flabber- 
gasted. But he soon regained his composure. In- 
stead of answering her question he resorted to 
sarcasm: “Comrade, is that all you have to worry 
about now? Have you solved all your problems 
already? Do you make a living wage? Do you 
have enough to bring up your children the way 
you would like to? No? Then stop worrying 
about what will happen after socialism is intro- 
duced. There is enough for us to do now without 
troubling ourselves with abstract questions.” 


The audience approved the speaker’s remarks. 
The woman who asked the question dared not 
raise her eyes. How could she have been so silly 
and have made such a fool of herself in public? 
I had to admit to myself the logic of the speak- 
er’s reply, yet in a corner of my mind the wo- 
man’s question kept buzzing uncomfrotably: 
Granted that there is plenty to do right now and 
for a long time to come, but what will we do 
once all the social and economic and other prob- 
lems are solved? Socialism will solve them—there 
could be no questioning that. Well, wouldn’t it 
be sort of tedious after socialism comes? 


JN AccorpaNcE with the policy of doing the 

things that had to be done now and worrying 
about the future later, the adult branch pro- 
ceeded to organize a Loan Association. The class 
struggle was fine, but workers had to live, and 
the members were all immigrant workers at that 
time. There were occasions when members 
needed money badly. The Loan Association was 
a simple form of cooperative. Every member 
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bought a share in the Association for ten dollars. 
A few outsiders were persuaded to buy some too. 
From the accumulated funds, loans up to fifty 
dollars were granted for one year to members 
in need upon the endorsement of two other 
members. The loan was to be repaid at the rate 
of one dollar a week. After a while, the privilege 
of obtaining loans was extended also to non- 
members, partly as a means of persuading them 
to join and partly because it proved to be good 
business. 

The Loan Association was far more successful 
than had been anticipated. Every Sunday morn- 
ing, from nine to one, when the “Bank” was 
open, the meeting local of the “League” was 
crowded with clients coming to make their 
weekly dollar payment, or others trying to get 
a loan. At the’end of six months its fame had 
spread throughout the city and it had a respect- 
able profit to its credit. 


But this very success began to contribute to 
the slow. process of demoralization that set in. 
The cashier obtained from some undisclosed 
source—probably the local bank where the Loan 
Association kept its funds — a sign reading 
“Teach Your Child to Save,” and nailed it over 
his window. This sign at first aroused consid- 
erable debate and resentment. It was the subject 
of a heated discussion at a meeting of the adult 
branch. “Is this what we are to teach our chil- 
dren?” some members argued. “Should we sow 
in them capitalist notions?” 


But despite the strong feeling against the sign, 
it somehow remained where it was and nobody 
troubled to tear it down. After a while every- 
one got used to it and paid no more attention 
to it. 


The Loan Association also had its evil effects 
on the Junior Section in a most unexpected 
fashion. As its business prospered there arose the 
need of hiring someone to act as cashier and 
bookkeeper at the rate of five dollars a week. 
Ralph Goldman, who had taken some bookkeep- 
ing courses in high school and was now saving 
up to pay his way through college, wanted the 
job. For some reason he was passed over and a 
member of the adult branch was given the 
position. Ralph did not become reconciled to 
the slur and the loss. He became bitter against the 
organization and as time passed on he took a 
diminishing interest in it. After about a year he 
dropped out of the Junior Section altogether. 

Others dropped out of the Junior Section in 
quick succession and there were few candidates 
to take their place. The stream of immigration 
came to a halt. Past members of the Section went 
away to college and most of them lost touch 
with the group. Others developed serious per- 
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sonal attachments and likewise fell by the way- 
side gradually but perceptibly. 

Only the adult branch remained active as ever, 
though a definite change came over its political 
complexion. Marx’s picture disappeared from 
the wall. It’s hard to say just when that hap- 
pened. Its disappearance must have occurred 
when the house was repaired and repapered about 
three years after the Junior Section was first or- 
ganized. Peretz, Mendele and Sholem Aleichem 
were restored to their places on the walls, but 
not Marx. Since the wallpaper was new it 
didn’t even show where he had been. 

In addition to the Loan Association the adult 
branch also embarked on other projects. One of 
these was a cemetery. This project was not un- 
dertaken until after the first death occurred in 
the branch. Another was a Yiddish school. The 
latter project lasted a few years. Sam Apple, 
who “wrote poetry” and translated Bialik, was 
the teacher. But this project died a natural death 
when Apple left town to attend an eastern Uni- 
versity. There was no one on hand to replace 
him and by the time another suitable teacher 
could be found the children had become es- 
tranged from the school and the entire matter 
was dropped. 


[ T00 LEFT TOWN and lost touch with the League 

for many years. But during a recent visit I 
passed the house which had served as the “local” 
of the Four-Square League. The big sign which 
had graced its porch was gone. The place looked 
neat and lived in. White curtains on the windows 
of the ground floor indicated that it was now a 
simple residence. 

I wandered along the streets, not looking for 
anyone or anything in particular. On a side street 
near the Loop I stopped in a grocery store to 
buy a package of cigarettes. An old man was 
puttering around. Near the scale on the counter 
lay a copy of The Jewish Companion, the pub- 
lication of the “Four-Square League.” I looked 
at him carefully and barely recognized him as 
one of the members of the “adult branch.” I 
greeted him. He did not recognize me. I intro- 
duced myself, mentioning incidents of more than 
twenty years ago. He finally remembered me. 
“Do you still belong to the organization?” he 
asked. I did not think it was necessary to point 
out that I had never gotten beyond the candidate 
stage. Instead I asked about the doings of the 
organization in town. “I went by the ‘local’,” 
I said, “and I didn’t see the sign there.” 

“Oh, we have given up the house some years 
ago.” 

“Where do you meet now?” 

“Well, at first we used to meet in private 
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homes. The membership was not too big. Some 
died, some moved away; others dropped out a 
long time ago, as soon as they made some money, 
joined the Temple and became members in the 
ZOA. Lately we haven’t been holding regular 
meetings. There isn’t much business. The secre- 
tary collects the dues and forwards them to 
New York. Once in a while, when a speaker 
comes from New York, we have a meeting, 
and then we hold it in the Jewish Center. We 
have a Jewish Center now. Did you see it yet? 
A beautiful building.” 

“Do you have a Junior Section here?” 

“A Junior Section? No. Haven’t had any for 
a long time. It’s different in New York, I know. 
But who would join it here? Why should they 
join? For the insurance? Three hundred dollars 
insurance, when all the young men have GI in- 
surance for ten thousand dollars that costs them 
next to nothing?” 

“Not only the insurance, there are cultural 
activities and things like that.” 

He shrugged his shoulders. ‘No, the young 
people here aren’t much interested in this sort 
of a thing. They don’t want to belong to an 
organization that calls itself a ‘workmen’s’ or- 
ganization. Not that there are many workers 
in it here now. Too old for one thing, and not 
bad off either. 

“Do you remember Ralph Goldman?” he 
changed the subject. “Well, he’s one of the big- 
gest accountants in town; employs about a dozen 
people in his offices. Sam Apple, too. He came for 
a visit recently. He’s a professor in some eastern 
college. He married a local girl.” 

“What happened to Eleanor?” I asked. 

“She is well off. Her husband is a rich con- 
tractor. They come around once in a while, when 
there is a speaker from New York; contribute 
something, too, for Israel and local causes.” 

“And what happened to the Loan Associa- 
tion?” 

“The Loan Association? You’d laugh if I told 
you. We still got it. You know how it is. One 
builds an institution and one hates to give it 
up. Well, anyway, we almost had to give up the 
charter. You know, the State Law requires that 
it must do a certain minimum of business. Well, 
none of our members need loans now. So we go 
from one to another: Jack, take a loan of five 
hundred dollars, we say. But Jack says: I can 
give the Association a loan of a thousand. What 
do I need a loan for? But, you know, old mem- 
bers, so we tell them to take a loan anyway, and 
consider: the interest as a contribution to the 
cause,‘just to keep the Association going. One 
can’t give up an institution into which so much 
labor and effort has been invested.” 
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He sighed. “Yes, the old times are gone. In 
New York it must be different, a big organiza- 
tion, and a big Junior Section. But here, what 
can we do? We got old, and the-younger people 


went their own ways.” 


BOOKS 
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He picked up the copy of The Jewish Com- 
panion and opened it. “I see where the Four- 
Square League in New York is celebrating the 
25th anniversary of the Junior Section,” he said. 


The Shtetl In Retrospect 


Pseudo Science 


by YUDEL MARK 


LIFE IS WITH PEOPLE by Mark 
Zborowski and Elizabeth Her- 
zog. International Universities 
Press. N. Y. 456 pp. $5. - 





IFE IS WITH PEOPLE tells about 

life in the shtetl, the Jewish 
small town in Eastern Europe. It 
purports to be a scientific anthro- 
pological study. The indicated au- 
thors merely provided the literary 
form of the book which is the 
result of many years’ study on the 
part of many people. The funds 
for the research came from the 
Navy Department. What has the 
U. S. Navy to do with the shte#l? 
Well, the Navy Department has 
a research section to study the life 
of the various tribes in the Pacific 
Islands. Then came the war and 
it was impossible to continue these 
studies. Some of the funds assigned 
for this purpose were diverted to 
the study of the shtetl. After the 
work was already in full swing, 
the American Jewish Committee 
took an interest in it and lent 
a helping hand to the completion 
and publication of this book. The 
research work was conducted by 
Columbia University. The project 
was originally conceived by Ruth 
Benedict. After she died Margaret 
Mead was in charge of the project 
and guided the young researchers. 
She also contributed an introduc- 
tion to the book. Margaret Mead 
did not know the shtetl from 
first-hand experience. Her special- 
ty is New Guniea and its inhabi- 


tants; also those of other remote 
islands. Most of the young stu- 
dents engaged in the research work 
are native Americans of East Eu- 
ropean parentage. Mark Zbor- 
owski, one of the two authors, was 
born in Europe and frequently in- 
voked childhood memories, There 
were also some non-Jews among 
the researchers, including one 


Chinese, 


The first impression upon read- 
ing the book is a very favorable 
one. It reads well. It has the flu- 
ency of fiction and does not suf- 
fer from the dry-as-dust academ- 
ism so characteristic of most sci- 
entific works. As the reader pro- 
ceeds he becomes increasingly 
aware of the sympathetic attitude 
of the authors toward the shtetl. 
Their intentions are obviously 
good, and they merely try to re- 
strain their sentiments with the aid 
of science. 


The result is nevertheless a book 
that is insulting and harmful. It 
is harmful on two levels. Our 
grandchildren will have a false im- 
age of the milieu from which their 
progenitors stemmed. Non-Jews 
will get the impression that the 
Jews of Eastern Europe were back- 
ward and uncultured compared 
with other peoples. The harm is 
made doubly effective because the 
authors are sympathetic to their 
subject and the uninformed reader 
will conclude that, if anything, 
they leaned over backward to pre- 
sent the shfetl in a favorable light. 


It is strange that, despite the 
good will of the authors, such 
should be the result. For one thing 
there are the numerous glaring 
inaccuracies. The book errs about 
the number of days in Succoth, 
the meaning of hakafot, the mean- 
ing of an aliyah, the appearance 
of a Torah as compared with a 
Bible, the meaning of Sandek, 
shalosh seudot, Melaveh Malkah 
and many other things that writ- 
ers about the shtetl should know. 
Suffice it to mention the mislead- 
ing manner in which such sub- 
jects as kashruth, /eder, life in the 
synagogues, divorces or the be- 
havior of the town in time of 
plague are described. The compil- 
ers of the book found much infor- 
mation but did not know how to 
interpret it; yet partial knowledge 
is worse than no knowledge at 
all. The above errors are in them- 
selves sufficient to rule out the 
book as a scientific work. 


Then there are the failures due 
to method. Anthropologists de- 
scribe the external. Thus this book 
tells how Jews rock back and forth 
during prayer, but not the con- 
tent of the prayers. A mezuzah 
and phylacteries as objects remind 
one of certain traits common 
among backward tribes.. But no 
mention is made of what is writ- 
ten in the mezuzah and phylac- 
teries. Content, sense, intent, faith 
—these are too subjeccive to at- 
tract the scientist’s attention. The 
result is a description of the ex- 
ternals of ritual detached from 
their essential content. The un- 
prejudiced but uninformed reader 
will get the impression that the 
Jews of the shtetl were not bad 
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people, but that they were ex- 
tremely primitive and ritualistic 
creatures, 


Does a woman have a soul? 
From this book one gets the im- 
pression that our grandparents in 
the shtetl seriously debated this 
question. Since the authors present 
the shtezl up to the days of Hitler, 
it follows that even our parents 
had this doubt. Margaret Mead 
relates that long sessions of the 
researchers were devoted to a dis- 
cussion of the problem whether, 
in the conception of the natives 
of the shtetl, woman had a soul. 
It is a tragi-comic scene. Twenty 
young people, most of them sons 
and daughters of parents who 
came from the shtetl, seriously dis- 
cussing whether their parents con- 
ceded souls to women. 


How did the students get en- 
tangled in this strange question? 
They were misled into it by an 
old saying. There is an old Jewish 
saying that in paradise the wife 
is the footstool of her husband. 
This seems to have been popular 


among Polish Jews, in the same 
way that they would say derisive- 
ly, “He will get a golden tomb- 
stone” to indicate that a man will 
not be rewarded or appreciated 
for some especially kind deed. Our 
students took it in great earnest, 
and branched out into detailed 
speculations: What about a spin- 
ster? Whose footstool would she 
be? And what of a widower who 
remarries? Will he have two foot- 
stools in paradise? (pp. 129-130). 
Being kind people, the researchers 
finally decided tha: Jewish women 
need have no fears on this score— 
they would not be deprived of 
their share in the hereafter because 
of a technicality. 


But the chief fault of the book 
is not its errors. These could be 
corrected in a later edition. The 
fault is with the method. The book 
describes life in the shtetl, but it 
does not say which town, where it 
is located and in what century. 
After all, there were considerable 
differences between a town in 
Lithuania and one in the Ukraine 
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or Poland. Nor did the shfe#l re- 
main unchanged in the course of 
centuries. Yet the authors, after 


_ condensing Jewish history up to 


the appearance of the shfezl into six 
pages, proceed to present an ab- 
stract town, devoid of specific geo- 
graphic location, lacking a history 
and without a concrete environ- 
ment. The result is a metaphysical 
town, a platonic idea of a town, 
but not a historical reality. 


Instead of being a concrete ob- 
ject for study, the shtetl became 
an imaginary synthesis. Yet how 
can such a non-existent synthesis 
become the object of anthro- 
pology? Does not anyiropology 
aim to descend to earth instead of 
hovering in the heavens? Is not 
this anthropological study of a 
non-existent town a contradiction 
in terms? How could Margaret 
Mead, -a professional anthropolo- 
gist, allow it? It is possible that 
she felt that in the case of the 
shtetl, too, one dealt with the kind 
of rectilinear development en- 
countered in the village of some 
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primitive tribe, though it is con- 
ceivable that also in the latter case 
it is misleading to resort to ab- 
stract syntheses. 

Such a synthetic shfteél is not 
only bad anthropology; it is also 
poor fiction. This type of study 
has nothing in common with the 
work done in Middletown. There 
everything was concrete; here one 
wallows in uncertainties. In Mid- 
dletown there was point to the 
interviews; in the present instance 
they were meaningless. People were 
interviewed who had left the 
shtetl forty or fifty years ago. The 
book does not tell about the back- 
ground of the interviewers, the 
proportion of women to men 
among those questioned, their 
background. Yet the answers they 
gave are cited as undisputed facts. 
But from personal experience I 
know immigrants from the shte?l 
who will insist under oath that 
they had used such words as “‘win- 
dow” “chair” in their old homes, 
and one woman assures me that 
she had a “frigiday” in her kitchen 
in the shtetl. 

Considering the existence of 
scores of books of memoirs on the 
shtetl in Yiddish as well as in He- 
brew, was it necessary to resort to 
interviews in order to be scien- 
tific? This method is unavoidable 
when one deals with current so- 
ciological manifestations, or with 
some group lacking an alphabet 
and written documents, But what 
did it contribute in this instance? 


Life Is Also Within 
by JACOB SLOAN 


IFE IS WITH PEOPLE is the Yid- 

dishy title of a description of 
the East European Jewish shtetl, 
or small town, as it existed before 
World War I. It was written by 
Mark Zborowski and Elizabeth 
Herzog; in addition to being a pro- 
fessional historian and anthropolo- 
gist, Zborowski knew the shtetl 
at first hand, and Life is with 
People is generally a happy con- 
junction of scholarly detachment 
and personal involvement. The 
book sprang out of a university 
project (Columbia University’s 
Research in Contemporary Cul- 
ture), is introduced by a well- 


known anthropologist (Margaret 
Mead), and is furnished with an 
appendix detailing its theoretic 
structure, a bibliography, and a 
long glossary of the Yiddish terms 
employed in the study. Neverthe- 
less, it manages for the most part 
to avoid the smell of academic 
archaeology. Along with Zborow- 
ski’s empathy for the subject, three 
circumstances conspire to save Life 
is with People from the fate of the 
usual technical monograph on the 
cultural patterns of a special group. 
First, the “informants” were form- 
er inhabitants of the shtetl whose 
recorded memories, liberally quot- 
ed, are sensuous and direct. Second, 
the style successfully skirts the 
perils of scientific jargon on the 
one hand and the usual popular 
sentimentality on the other. Third, 
and perhaps the most important, 
the vitality of the shtetl itself is 
contagious; it was a complicated 
liveliness, a witty, profound, and, 
above all, a level-headed elan that 
went with an irrepressible sense 
of reality. It is this vividness of 
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the shtetl that gives Life is with 
People scope and depth, rather 
than the typical anthropological 
data about “life and calendric cy- 
cles, the eidos and ethos of the 
culture,” etc. 

The obvious achievement of 
Life is with People is that it or- 
ganizes the information it presents 
about the mores and values of 
sitetl culture so that the reader 
sees the vestigial remains of that 
culture in America in their original 
context, as elements of a larger 
and more meaningful configura- 
tion. Nor are the authors content 
with mere reporting: they analyze 
shtetl society, often with great 
acumen. A case in point is their 
concept of the social and economic 
stratification of the shtefl into the 
sheyne and the proste (patricians 
and plebes), and the relaxation 
of this stratification to the value 
triad of scholarship, wealth, and 
yikhus (status). This basic in- 
sight is presented with a wealth 
of relevant detail and a definitive 
grasp of essentials. 
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In the final analysis, however, 
a book that deals with a mori- 
bund culture, to be significant, 
must do more than explain that 
culture in terms other than its 
own. It must point up the relevance 
of that culture—not explicitly, for 
that would necessarily involve a 
tendentious fury alien to the cul- 
ture itself, but implicitly, like a 
work of art where the artist’s man- 
ner of dealing with his matter 
(his formal statement of the 
theme) is oblique, rather than lit- 
erary. Now, the overt matter of 
Life is with People is the shtetl, 
and the patent manner of the 
book is scientific method. If that 
were all one could say about the 
book, it could be dismissed at this 
point as fine scholastic journalism. 

Luckily, Life is with People im- 
plies as much, if not more than it 
states. Its implications are particu- 
larly important for those of us 
who wish nowadays to come to 
terms with the Jewish tradition— 
for that is the covert matter of 
the book: how East European 
Jewry maintained traditional val- 
ues intact for centuries. The 
shtetl is dead, memorialized in in- 
numerable anthologies and mem- 
oirs, a martyr to the tyrannies 
of our day. But it lived for cen- 
turies, strongly, passionately, and, 
in a sense, though thousands of 
miles away in space and hundreds 
of years in culture (for the shtetl 
was feudalistic), we are still its 
epigones. The shtetl is our past; 
obviously we cannot and would 
not wish to accept or reject, re- 
vive or deny, that past in toto. 
But what shall we do with it? 


The shtetl itself tells us what to 
look for and take from our past. 
For it was not merely. the scene 
of a religious culture operating in 
a closed society. It was also the 
seat of constant tensions, internal 
and external: externally, between 
the shtetl and the goyim, and in- 
ternally between the sheyne and 
the proste, the practical, present 
world of Olam Haze and the im- 
practical world of the spirit, Olam 


Habo. These tensions were resolved 


by the practice of mutual respon- 
sibility and continuous innovation 
within the traditional framework. 
_ We today live in a secular cul- 
ture and a relatively open society. 
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Yet, for all our indifference to re- 
ligion, we take a far less radical 
approach to tradition (despite our 
Reform and Conservative move- 
ments) ; we certainly possess a less 
personal sense of mutual responsi- 
bility (despite the UJA) than our 
fathers did. Thus, the shtetl ex- 
communicated apostates who left 
the fold to rise in the world, but 
it allowed rabbis to rise above facts 
in their interpretation of the Law. 
(Rabbis are quoted in Life is with 
People as customarily basing their 
verdicts concerning kashrut on the 
economic effect on the individuals 
concerned). We, on the other 
hand, pride ourselves on our No- 
bel prize winners who are remote 
from the Jewish tradition of in- 
tellectuality; at the same time we 
burlesque our sacramental wed- 
dings and turn our bar mitzvahs, 
unimportant gestures, into Holly- 
wood productions. We have a yen 
for bagels and lox; but we repu- 
diate as silly nonsense the shtetl’s 
pungent pilpul (dialectic). 


What the shtetl seems to say to 
us is: “In the shtetl you would be 
called prost. But you cannot be 
judged by the shtetl—you must 
judge yourselves. Here is the tra- 
ditional principle by which we in 
the shtetl judged ourselves: To us 
a good Jew meant an authentic 
Jew, and authentic Jew meant an 
authentic human being—one who 
was concerned with where he had 
come from and where he was go- 
ing. Life is with people; life is 
also within.” 
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Bigotry Resurgent 





HE ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE 

of B’nai B’rith made public its 
annual study of racial and religious 
bigotry in the United States on 
May 23, reporting “‘an astonishing 
stream of evidence pointing to the 
existence in this country of a vast 
enterprise of prejudice that feeds 
upon domestic disputes and capit- 
alizes upon international strife.” 


The nationwide survey noted, in 
particular, “an alarming increase 
in violence and hoodlumism attri- 
butable to racial and religious ten- 
sions.” It pointed to riots in Cicero, 
Ill, gang assaults in Boston, the 
series of still unsolved bombings in 
Florida and similar eruptions in 
other areas as “disturbing evidence 
of promoted lawlessness that has 
not stopped even at murder.” 


Other major findings of the 
current report disclose: 


1) The undisguised injection of 


false racial and religious issues into . 


political campaigns. This process, 
the League reports, manifesting 
itself during the state and local 
elections of 1950 and 1951, has 
now erupted with greater force in 
the current presidential campaigns. 


2) The threat that “guilt by 
association” and smear techniques 
involving racial and religious slan- 
ders will become imbedded in Am- 
erican mores, doing violence to 
traditional democratic concepts of 
justice, fair play and “freedom to 
disagree.” 


3) Efforts by Communists to 
“injure racial and religious minor- 
ity groups by posing as their 
friends and defenders, but actually 
working to exploit minorities for 
their own political advantage.” 


4) The continued successful 
operation of a network of pro- 
fessional bigots who — although 
they operate independently and 
compete for funds — maintain 
close contacts for purposes of mut- 
ual support, the exploitation of 
common propaganda themes and 
the exchange of “sucker” lists. 


5) A recent trend among sev- 
eral prominent hate propagandists 
to switch from Jew-baiting to 
anti-Catholic themes — “a here- 
to fore less competitive area am- 
ong dollar-seeking hate merch- 
ants.” 

6) A concerted wave of at- 
tacks on public education directed 
particularly against school systems, 
teachers, textbooks and modern 
methods which emphasize inter- 
cultural education. 

However, the survey finds some 
evidences of a trend to fuller de- 
mocracy in higher education and 
reports that in the last two years 
135 colleges in 21 states voluntar- 
ily removed potentially discrim- 
inatory questions of race and reli- 
gion from their admission blanks. 

7) Because segments of the 
South cling to the mores of white 
supremacy, there is steady pressure 
exerted by the Ku Klux Klan 
against social equality for the Ne- 
gro and there are political forces 
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fighting against civic equality for 
the Negro. 

8) The operation of an “Arab 
propaganda invasion” that “sub- 
stituted anti-Semitism for anti- 
Zionism.” It worked on high dip- 
lomatic levels through the United 
Nations, but made common cause 
with many of the nation’s out- 
spoken bigots. 


9) Widespread discrimination 
against Jews by resorts and places 
of public accomodation. Noting 
that its records are “not all ex- 
haustive,” the League reports that 
its current files show 675 hotels in 
21 state where “discrimination is 
a matter of public record.” It cited 
the case of Delray Beach, Florida, 
a community which realtors adver- 
tise as “the only city in the East 
Coast fully restricted to Gentiles, 
both to buying and renting.” 


The outbreaks of violence and 
hoodlumism during 1951 — the 
worst year on record, says the 
League, since the pre-war days of 
the Christian Front — “cannot be 
dismissed as juvenile delinquency, 
although many authorities have 
sought refuge in this unsupported 
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explanation.” The ADL study rec- 
ognizes as one major cause for vio- 
lence “the defiant efforts or racists 
to fustrate the development of in- 
tegrated housing — white and 
Negroes living in the same areas 
— that has become a happy out- 
growth of the low-cost housing 
projects.” 

In the South, where dynamite 
has become the weapon of bigots, 
the League characterizes the rash 
of bombings as the “bitter resent- 
ment” of Southern reactionaries to 
the “visible social progress” that 
has marked race relations in that 
area since the end of World War 
II. Many of the entrenched mores 
are being threatened by enlighten- 
ed Southern youth, supported by a 
hard core of Southern educators, 
editors and ministers. 

The cold war and international 
jitters are held responsible for the 
“tinge of hysteria that has envel- 
oped the American people,” a fac- 
tor which has given greater accept- 
ability to “wild, unfair accusa- 
tions which have descended to the 
level of character assassination. 


“This has been the traditional 
technique of bigots, and they never 
made much headway with it. But 
now that the same methods are 
being dignified by persons pre- 
sumed to be more responsible, the 
net effect has been a windfall for 
the worst type of bigots.” The 
League cited the instance of Anna 
M. Rosenberg, whose confirmation 
as assistant secretary of defense 
was held up while the Senate Arm- 
ed Services Committee was forced 
to spend several weeks investigat- 
ing false charges against her 
“created for propaganda purposes 
by long discredited trouble- 
makers.” ; 

The temper of the times has 
similarly provided a favorable cli- 
mate for the activities of profes- 
sional bigots. Research revealed 
that, since the war, annual income 
of the various hate groups has al- 
ways exceeded $1,000,000 with in- 
dications that the amounts have 
increased each year. Gerald L. K. 
Smith’s Christian Nationalist Cru- 
sade collected $139,646.24 last 
year — a jump upwards from the 
$106,000 reported in 1950. 

The study condemned Commu- 
nist activities for “similarly com- 
plicating and injuring” the fight 


against bigotry. It listed efforts 
by the Communists to inject a 
“false” issue of anti-Semitism in 
spy trials; as well as their cam- 
paigns exploiting the defense of 
Willie McGee, executed by Missis- 
sippi after a rape conviction, and 
of the “Trenton Six,” six Negroes 
charged with the murder of a junk 
dealer, four of whom were freed 
and two convicted, after a third 
jury trial last June. 

“It is terrible and true that 
Negro and white citizens are often 
not granted equal treatment be- 
fore the law, but the Communists 
were more concerned with their 
pro-Soviet propaganda than with 
Willie McGee. Whenever they 
mobilized in support of McGee, 
they always managed to couple it 
with an attack on American for- 
eign policy — a juxtaposition that 
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was of little help in the defense 
of Willie McGee.” 

This being a presidential election 
year, the League warned that “un- 
less the major political parties 
themselves combat it, election big- 
otry can match the disturbing 
spectacle of the 1928 Hoover- 
Smith campaign with its blatant 
appeals based on religious defama- 
tion. 

The League also pointed to a 
“widespread smear program al- 
ready in progress,” much of it con- 
centrated in primary fights and 
directed against the candidacy of 
Gen. Eisenhower. It said that this 
was the work of the professional 
bigots “begging a ride on some 
political bandwagon.” Already, 
several million copies of scurrilous 
anti-Eisenhower literature has been 
circulated throughout the nation. 
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Chicago, Ill. 





LYNN MOTOR CO. 


Lynn, Mass. 





CONNECTICUT 
CELERY CO. 





CONSOLIDATED 
WASTE PAPER CO. 


223 W. Oregon Street 
Milwaukee, Wis. 








CARL’S 


Texas 





BEDFORD 
MOTOR SALES CO., INC. 














THE 
SHERWIN-WILLIAMS CO. 


“Covers the Earth” 


CITY 
COAL & FUEL OIL CO. 


451 Lehigh Street 


ARTHUR DRITENBAS 


Mason Contractor 








ACE ASBESTOS MFG. CO. 





FORD-NOLTING CO. 











JEwisH FRONTIER 








CENTRAL 
AUTOMOBILE CO. 


Jackson, Mich. 





FAIRFIELD 
COUNTY NEWS CO. 


HARRY WEINRAUB 


Cleveland, Ohio 


TED’S ICE CREAM 


“Famous Molds” 








SERVICE 
TRANSPORTATION CO. 


State Highway No. 3 


SECOND 
FEDERAL SAVINGS & 
LOAN ASSOCIATION 





A. PONNOCK & SONS 


527 Market Street 





MIDLAND 
DEVELOPMENT CO. 


Chicago, Ill. 








B. ZEFF CO. 





KEATLEY & NEPPER, INC. 


WEINER GLASS CO. 


MILTON S. 
KRONHEIM & CO., INC. 


Washington, D. C. 


EUCLID ENTERPRISES 











ERNST ELECTRIC SHOP 


205 E. Washington 
Ann Arbor, Mich. 


1. ALEXANDER 


Texas 


FEDERAL LUMBER CO. 


Texas 








CLIFFORD J. MURPHY CO. 


Portland, Maine 





KIRSCH CHEVROLET CO. 


214 Bola Avenue 


S. LA ROSE, INC. 


FIRST CITIZENS BANK 
& TRUST CO. 


TRIFFLICH 
BIRD & ANIMAL CO., INC. 





DAVID E. TRIESTER 


Philadelphia, Pa. 


MARION HEWER 
INTERIORS 


984 Linden 
Hubbard Woods, Ill. 


ROY CULVER 
MOTORS, INC. 


Elkhart, Ind. 








DR. SIMON L. CARSON 


LONG ISLAND HOMES 


O’ HARE’S FOUNDRY CO. 


TANNER GROCERY CO. 


Miami, Florida 








FRANK G. ENGLISH 
AND SONS, INC. 


DR. WILLIAM A. 
HENDRICKS 


Chicago, Ill. 


ROBINS THEATRE 


TYSON 
INSURANCE AGENCY 


213 High Street 








THE COMMUNITY . 
BANK & TRUST CO. 


FRANK S. PHILLIPS 


Washington, D. C. 











HAMILTON 
DECORATING CO. 


Chicago, Ill. 








WILLIAM E. LEAHY 


Washington, D. C. 


CONSTRUCTION 
MACHINERY CORP. 


JOHHNY & KAY’S 
RESTAURANT 








OLSON 


TRAVEL ORGANIZATION 





AMERICAN SAND CO. 

















NS 


JUNE, 1952 











Yea HT ie 


LOCATION: 3 MILES FROM MONTICELLO, N. Y. 


¢ SITE—400 Acres of Beautiful Land. 
¢ PRIVATE LAKE. 
° ALTITUDE —1700 feet 
¢ SPORTS — Land and Water Sports. Horse Back Riding. 
¢ BUNGALOWS — Equipped with electric lights, hot and cold 


water, hot and cold showers, screened windows, individual 
closets. 


° DIETARY LAWS strictly observed. 
¢ PARENT ACCOMODATIONS. 
¢ MATURE COUNSELLORS. 
¢ DOCTOR and NURSE on premises. 


Director—REV. A. JACOBSON, 74 W. 47th St. N. Y., Tel. LU 2-3783 
Director—BERNARD GENN, 186 Bay 32nd St., Breoklyn. 


Educational Director—ISADORE A. LEFKOWITZ 
(Principal of Yeshiva Rambam) 


Telephone: WEEKENDS and EVENINGS: ES 2-1296 



























HIGH UP IN THE WHITE MOUNTAINS 
on 
STINSON LAKE 
RUMNEY, NEW HAMPSHIRE 







Aaron L. RicHMAN, Management 


A picturesque Setting where Mountains Meet the Lake! °@ Private White Sand Beach on 
Spring-fed Lake © Rooms with Private Bath and Shower *¢ Riding, Tennis, Boating, Moun- 
tain Climbing * HONEYMOON COTTAGE with fireplace and private sand beach. 


RATES FROM $60 TO $80 PER WEEK 
AMERICAN PLAN — CHOICE MENU 
SPECIAL RATES TILL JULY 15th AND AFTER LABOR DAY! 
POLLEN FREE AREA 


Write for Folder— HAWTHORNE LODGE 


STINSON LAKE, RUMNEY, N. H. 











CAMP EAGLE POINT 


FOR GIRLS — Est. 1905 

















CAMP STINSON | 
FOR BOYS - Est. 1927 | 
In the White Mountains of Stinson Lake, Rumney, N. H. | 








Ages 5 years to 17 years 


Invigorating Climate -: -: -+ ##High Altitude 
Spring-fed lake with white sand beach surrounded 
by White Mountain National Forests °¢ Horseback 
Riding, Sailing, All Land and Water Sports, Dramatics, 
Dancing, Arts and Crafts, Music, Nature Study and 
other Activities 8 Recommended by Leading 
Educators °® Outstanding Staff ° Specialized 
Kindergarten Counsellors e Resident Physician 
Registered Nurses 


a 


POLLEN FREE AREA 


Post Season Group In September 
Affiliated With Hawthorne Lodge for Adults 


v 


Directors: MR. and MRS. A. L. RICHMAN 
527 RIVERSIDE DRIVE. e NEW YORK 27,N.Y. e Tel. ACademy 2-1061 








